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VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


|and the pan was blown off from the barrel. Both 





EXTRACTS 
From Dr. Ruschenberger’s ‘ voyage round the world.’ 


SKETCHES IN ZANZIBAR‘ 


While standing under some lofty cocoanut trees 
with our guns, two Arabs came up; both dressed in 
white. One was a fine looking man with a sparse 
beard and mustaches, wearing a large turban and a 
loose gown, buttoned to the throat. A long, curved 
sabre, in a leathern scabbard, hung close under the 
left arm by a strap over the same shoulder, which 
was retained in its position by another buckled round 
the chest. A leathern belt over the girdle sustained 
in front a broad ‘khunger’ with. a hilt of rhinoceros 
horn; two gourd-shaped powder pouches of leather, 
one containing coarse powder for loading, and the 
other fine for priming ; a small box containing flint, 
steel, and cotton spunk ; two small reed chargers, 
and a chunam box. He carried, in his right hand, a 


long-barrelled matchlock, whose invention is dated | 


many a day ago. His companion was similarly at- 
tired, but wore, instead of a turban, a greasy skull- 
cap. His arms were a ‘khunger,’ a long, straight, 
two-handed sword; and a round shield of rhinoceros 
hide, a foot and a half in diametar, which hung at his 
back, from the left shoulder. 

Both parties were equally curious in the examina- 


, Arabs searched the grass, for the lost pan but without 
/Succes3, ‘Lhe marksman conveyed to us, by signs, 
an idea of the great loss he had sustained, and show- 
ed us the gun was now useless. We told him as well 
as gestures could convey our meaning, that we would 
carry iton board, and in two days bring it to him 
, again completely repaired. When he comprehended us, 
| his countenance lighted up with joy, and, seizing our 
hands, kissed them in token of gratilude. He resign- 
ed to us the matchlock, which, at the end of two days, 
Lieut. G returned very much improved. Our 
armorer had bushed it, made a new pan, and polished 
the brass bands ; and the Arab was so much pleased, 
he kissed the hand of Lieut. G—— again and again ; 
indeed his ‘ shooting iron,” as a sailor termed it, 
/was in a better condition than before the accident.— 
pp. 31, 32. 





VOYAGE FROM ZANZIBAR TO MUSCAT. 


| When we had crossed the equator into the northern 
hemisphere, almost every night the sea presented to 
us a beautiful spectacle. Every ripple, every spray 
dashed from the bows, and every breaking wave 
seeined to be on fire. The light thus thrown out 
from the waters was pale, like that of phosphorus in 
| slow combustion; occasionally it illuminated our sails, 
but was not sufficient, at any time, to read by. This 


tion of the arms of each other. Their sabres were | appearance is owing to diminutive masses of anima- 
fine blades, with edges keen as razors; the matcb- ted matter, resembling jelly; they are transparent as 
lock, though it had seen its best days, was to me en- glass, and when touched emit light like the fire-fly. 
tirely new. ‘The barrel was very long, and the inlay- Ihe agitation caused among them by the motion of 


ing of gold and silver ornament was still visible; it} the sea, the passage of a ship, or fish, provokes this, 


was secured to a shattered stock by numerous brass 'emission of light. Sometimes our wake was compa- 
bands; the touch-hole was large, and beneath it was a| rable toa stream of fire; fish might be followed in 


large uncovered pan to hold the priming. A curved 
piece of iron, two inches long, slit at the end, played 
Ina mortise, cut diagonally through the stalk ; this 
contrivance, which is rather under the control of a 
trigger near fhe breech, serves to guide the match to 
the priming; the match, about the size of a whip- 
cord, is wrapped in numerous turns around the stalk. 

We compared our powder, and the fineness of ours 
surprised them. We showed them the accuracy of our 
double-barrelled fowling pieces, and proposed by 
signs that the Arab should charge the matchlock with 
our ammunition, to which he readily assented. He 
first tore off a strip of rag which hung from the strap 
of his gun, passed it through an eye in one end of the 
ramrod, and wiped out the barrel. He next stopped 
the touch-hole with a piece of paper and introduced 
the load. He then struck fire and inflamed the match, 
which he introduced beneath a sort of batton on the 
breech, where it remained until the paper was with- 
drawn from the touch-hole and the priming put into 
the pan, which he moistened with his tongue, to pre- 
vent the powder from falling out. The mateh was 
now placed in the iron slit mentioned above, and the 
piece was in a state for immediate use. Let any one 
compare a matchlock with a modern percussion gun, 
and the process of loading, and he must be struek 
with the progress of improvement, and comprehend 
how comparatively inefficient fire-arms must have 
been when first brought into use. 

The Arab stepped forward, and deliberately aiming 
at a little bird, perched on the top of a high cocoanut, 


their quick motions through their element, and the 
wave dashed into spray by our advancing prow, fell 
down in a dazzling shower, like diamond sparks.— 
pp. 58, 54. 


HINDOO TEMPLE—DEVOTEE. 


In one of our rides we stopped at the entrance of a 
Hindoo temple,in the middle of the town of Dungaree, 
into which crowds of natives were entering, being a 
holiday, in consequence of an eclipse of the sun. 
We passed through a small gate, and found ourselves 
in an area, enclosing a square tank, each side of 
which was about one hundred yards long. On one 
side was a broad pavement, and on its margin next 
the water were two white square pillars, twenty-five 
or thirty feet high; on the left was a row of low 
huts, containing idols, into which we were not allow- 
edto enter, One of these idols was a three-headed 
black bust, which a Hindoo told me was * God Al- 
mighty ;” and another next to it, was “God Al- 
mighty, number two.” In front of the first was an 
image of the Nindee, represented lying down. I 
gave the mana piece of silver, which he immediately 
bestowed into the hands of an officiating priest for 
the latter. 

The air was filled with pigeons flying to and fro, 
alighting occasionally on the temples ; but they were 
evidently alarmed at the din caused by a concourse 
of men aud women, plunging and splashing in the 
tank, for the purpose of ablution, believing that an 
eclipse renders them unclean, and during its continu. 





pulled trigger and brought it to the ground; but the 
pleasure he would have derived from this display of 
skill was dashed by an accident which in his eye | 
seemed to be without remedy. On taking down the! 
matchlock,he looked at it in sorrow,for the instrument 
was incapable of resisting the force of Dupont’s best | 


sporting powder ; the bushing was entirely destroyed, | 


ance they observe the most rigid fast. Many resort 


to the sea, which they think is equally efficacious in 


removing the impurities to which they deem them- 
selves subject. 

At the end of the pavement, opposite to that at which 
we entered, was a sort of hut, covered with branches 
aud thatch, beneath which sat a Brahmin devotee, 
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Excepting avery small allowance of langotee, he | 
was entirely naked. His hair, beard and face were | 
matted and smeard with mud, and his body and limbs | 
covered with dust. He appeared to be sixty years of | 
age, and looked more the demon than the saint. His 
left arm was shrivelled and bent at the elbow, and on | 
the outspread palm, which was turned upwards, rest- 
ed an earthen pot, in which was growing a small 
plant. Around it were placed sticks ; a wooden spoon 
to receive alins was secured across it, and a string of 
brass bells ornamented the bottom. ‘The whole was 
attached to the hand by a cotton bandage. ‘The de- 
votee was sprightly. He has a pair of cunning dark 
eyes, and his face is free fro.a that sullenness of ex- 
pression which, in general, distinguishes religious en- 
thusiasts. He reports that he has held the flower-pot, 
in the position above described, for twenty-five years; 
nor has he, in that time, cut either his hair, his beard, 
or his nails. By the practice of such austerities he 
hopes to attain absorption into nature, the periection 
of Hindoo beatitude, while he secures in this world 
the respect and homage ot all who approach his tem- | 
ple. The finger-nails were very long and twisted 
like rams’ horns. I attempted to measure that of the 
thumb, but he would not allow me to touch it,but per- 
mitted a Brahmin to do so for me. It was ten inches 
and three-quarters in length. I bestowed a piece of 
silver in the alms spoon, for which he returned 
thanks, or perhaps invoked Shivii’s blessing. 

To attain a state of perfect apathy of the feelings and | 
of the passions is the great aim of the Hindoo devotee. 
A gentleman told me, that one of these wretches, who 
was entirely naked in the street, was pointed out to 
him by a native triumphantly, as the most pious man 
in India; because, forsooth, he was so destitute of} 
shame, that covering for his body was rejected; the 
earth was his bed, the sky his canopy, and the food | 
he consumed was bestowed in charity. ‘ But,” in-| 


uired my informer, ‘suppose the charitab!e were to 
° PI 


refuse to feed him ; what would he then do?” * That. 
is supposing an impossibility ; for no man would so| 
far risk offending the gods as to refuse his mite to}! 
a Brahmin so truly pious.” 

A few yards further on, was another devotee, 
smeared with mud, but of not more than thirty years | 
ofage. He was standing near a fire, resting one foot | 
on astone, and blowing a great conch-shell trumpet. | 
His swelled cheeks, and red, starting eyes ; his pos- | 
ture, the fire and crowd standing near, dappled with 
the light of the flame, for it was now past sunset, and 
they were lighting up the temples; the almost deaf- 
ening roar around us, added to a horrible stench, ren- 
dered the whole scene more like what one would im- 
agine pandemonium to be, than a temple of worship. 
Every moment seemed to increase the crowd and 
the noise, and we quitted the orgies in feelings of 
deep disgust.—pp. 122-3. 

SCENES IN HINDOOSTAN. 

One morning a tall, slender Hindoo, with an in- 
telligent face, loitered hefore the door as if he wished 
to see or ask for something. He had on a kummer- 
band, much worn, and a cotton skull cap, from be- 
neath which hung a profusion of black curls. His 
scanty costume showed, at a glance, that he differed 
from all of his caste I had before seen. They are de- 
ficient in muscle, and their lower limbs are remarka- 
bly small, almost without calf; but the individual be- 
fore me presented that clean development of the mus- 
cular system which would arrest the attention of a 
student of anatomy, or astatuary. Though small, 
every muscle and sinew were in strong relief. Quick- 
ly perceiving that he had attracted notice, he sprang 
forward with a smile, bowing almost to the ground, 
and extending the right hand, in which he held an 
earthen jar, and at the same time touched his forehead 
with his left. He was accompanied by a man, car- 
rying a bag, and a boy with a rude drum slung over 


re res — ——— 


the man squatted upon the ground, and the boy began 
beating his instrument. 

* Heh! heh! heh!” grunted the Hindoo in quick 
expirations, as he glanced his sparkling eye over 
the ground, and cut.a caper which set strings of bells 
on his ancles to jingling. Up into the air flew the 





‘earthen jar, which was received on the back of the 


right hand, where it was kept dancing for a moment, 
and then on the extended arm while the other was 
a-kimbo. Into the air it flew again, and was caught 
between the shoulder blades, and there seized and 
laid upon the ground. 

** What is all this, Cowasjee?” 

** Master please see jongleur from Madras?” 

** Certainly—let us see all the wonders of India.” 

“Heh! heh! heh!” ejaculated the jongleur, danc- 
ing with two broad-bladed swords, resembling an 


\apotheeary’s spatulas, which he tossed in the air, 


catehing them in the hand opposite to that from which 
they had been thrown, at the same time dancing to 
the rapid beating of the drum. <A third sword was 
handed him, and the three were kept in motion, the 
bells on his ankles jingling in time to the music. A 
stout bamboo, ten feet long, having a block or foot 
piece, secured four feet from one end, was handed 
by his companion. By this time a number had as- 
sembled to witness the performance. The jongleur 
very politely requested more room, and the assem- 
blage retired to a sufficient distance. He ran about 
ten yards and sprang upon the bamboo pole, placing 
his feet upon the block, and, holding the end close to 
his breast, stood erect; balanced nicely on this single 


stilt six feet from the ground, he managed to jamp 


round with perfect facility. 

At the conclusion of this, as he did at that of each 
feat, he made his bow and knelt upon the ground, 
He now rested the point of a sword upon bis forehead, 
and while nicely balancing it, he put 15 or 20small 
beads into his mouth, then folding his arms behind his 
back, strung them on a horse-hair, aided only by his 
lips and tongue. While this certainly very difficult 
performance was acting, his companion rang two 
bells, and sang some Hindoostanee or Mahratta ver- 


ises, the intonation of which brought to mind the 


Llaravis of Peru. After this he performed several 
feats of balancing various small articles on his nose, 
lips, and chin; then he tossed astone ball, six inches 
in diameter, thirty feet into the air, and caught it be- 
tween his shoulders, where it struck with a force ap- 
parently sufficient to knock him down. He then 
caused it by the action of his muscles, to roll over the 
shoulders and up and down the arm, in a manner to 
give it the appearance of animation. He next swal- 
lowed a sword, and while it was in his throat, tolded 
his arms over his chest and danced for several mi- 
nutes. He concluded the exhibition by slipping be- 
tween and beneath the eyelids, a button to which wa3 
suspended a small bag containing the stone ball, 
weighing at least six pounds. This he raised from 
the ground, and for a moment swung it from side to 
side, like a pendulum, but it seemed to give him pain. 
For all this entertainment he received a half rupee, 
and a few pice from the bystanders, and went his 
ways apparently well satisfied with his gains. 

One morning two Hindoos spread a rug before the 
door, and drew from baskets which they carried two 
cobras di capello, or hooded snakes, five feet long; 
two dark colored snakes of the same size, and a co- 
luber, here called, incorrectly however, boa constrit- 
tor, twelve feet long, all alive. The coluber appear- 
ed languid, and only interested us on account of his 
size; but the cobras, which, from their venomous 
character, attracted most attention, erected their 
heads and spread out their hoods, while the other two 
began to run off, but were quickly brought back. 
The cobras struck several times at their keepers, who 
were careful to avoid their bite, though, after irri- 
tating them in various ways, they seized them by the 











his shoulder. Whenthe master spirit made his bow, 


tail and placed them on the ground beneath the rug. 
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. One of the jonglewrs sat himself, cross-legged near it; | mysteries, which are always caught at by the vuigar. 


the black snakes now began to wind themselves round | The exterior form of the library resembles the numer- 
his arm and over his shoulders, and gazed steadfastly | US ‘ prachadis’ or obelisks within the area of the 
in his face, while his companion squatted at a dis-|temple. An ascent of two or three flights of stairs 
tance, where the coluber had coiled himself in the sun, | Conducted us into a room about eighteen feet square. 
and was apparently asleep. The chief snake-charmer, |! the centre stood a prachadi of ebony, inlaid with 
after caressing the snakes which were crawling so|!Vory and mother of pearl, of the exact form of the 
harmlessly over his naked body, put them on the | exterior edifice containing it, and occupying about 
ground, and rolling his eyes upwards, as if internally one-third of the area of the room, ihe rest of which 
communing with himself, muttered a few words. He | Was covered with a mat of fine silver, wrought of 
then very cautiously raised up the rug and shook it, ‘hin bars about a quarter of an inch wide. In this 
but both cobras had disappeared. He gazed about | beautiful casket repose the learned dogmas of the 
with a look of inquisitive stupidity, and hastened to a| false faith of millions. , 
basket, and removed the cover, and, to our surprise, | Froin this we strolled, almost bewildered, among 
both the missing snakes reared up their heads, Jn} beds of flowers, and prachadis, fifty in number, each 
the same fashion he charmed them away from the | ornamented by carving, figures of Boudha, and gild- 
basket. His tricks were performed admirably, and | '"5. Aladin’s lamp never’ called up any thing com- 
were well worth the pice bestowed on him by the) parable to the Wat-P*hra-si-ratanat, in gorgeous or- 
spectators.—pp. 129, 30, 31. nament, or display of wealth in gold, in gems, and in 
cin jart. The greatest travellers amongst us declared its 
SKETCHES IN SIAM. | beauties exceeded any thing they had before seen in 
At the request of a Pindaré, we now followed him any part of the world. The first glance was enough 
about a hundred yards, and passing through a gate | to enchant one of his senses. I wandered through 
found ourselves in the Wat-P’hra-si-ratanat, or great | the labyrinth, which is no doubt regular though eun- 
temple of the king. We were bewildered and dazzled /ningly devised, as one ina dream. ‘The merry brain 


by the splendor of gilt obelisks and temples spark- 
ling in the sun. We stood under a broad corridor, 
surrounding the whole area, the sides of which are 
certainly not less than one hundred yares long. The 
pavement was chunamed, and shone like polished 
marble. The walls were painted in numerous quaint 
figures, in bright colors, representing events in the 
history of Guatama and the magnificent kingdom of 
Thai. How much did these walls express, had we 
been able to comprehend their language. 

We were hurried to a great temple in the area. 
The walls were cunningly inlaid with gems, and the 
roof and cornices were richly gilt and enamelled. 
We ascended a half dozen steps upon the floor of a 
magnificent portico. The door of ebony, inlaid with 


ivory, stood open; but a splendid screen hid the in- | 


terior of the sanctuary. We entered, and were not 
less dazzled with the view before us, than we had 
been by that of the outside walls. The ceiling was 
lofty and curiously carved. A large cut glass chan- 
delier hung from its centre, and many Chinese paint- 
ings and lamps were suspended around the walls. A 
subdued light disclosed the great altar of Boudha, not 
far from the middle of the temple. Its whole struc- 
ture is of a pyramidal form, and is about thirty feet 
high. Two or three wax tapers were burning at its 
base, and there was a rug spread before them on the 
floor. A large lotus plant, at least five feet high, of 
virgin gold, stood upon the left. Numerous small 
figures of the god surrounded the richly carved altar, 
which was surmounted by the figure of Boudha, two 
feet high, said to be cut out of asingle emerald. This 
idol has two brilliants, flashing light through the tem- 

le, in place of eyes, which cost in Brazil $20,000. 

he value of the whole god is inestimable. I doubt- 
ed its genuiness, but Mumfanoi assured me he was 
positive that it was an emerald, and not a beryl, as I 
suggested. 

e hastened from this temple to a second, smaller 
in size, designated, I believe, as the queen’s wat. In 
our walk to it, we passed many small figures seatter- 
ed through the paved area, among beds of flows and 
lotus plants, representing elephants, horses, &c. The 
wat is white, and of a very chaste architecture. 
Within are three figures of Boudha, the past, pre- 
sent, and future, in white marble ; one seated behind 
and higher than the other. They were surrounded 
by diamonds and gems of all kinds, suspended in fes- 
toons, in bunches, and a variety of forms. 

Between the two wats is the library of sacred 
books, called in the Bali language, Promodop. Itis 
remarkable that in most religions the priests have 
shut up the spirit and letter of their faith in some 
strange or forgotten tongue, and thereby adding to its 


jof a poetic beggar in a state of intoxication might 
| possibly imagine something resembling it in charac- 
iter; but infinite credulity, aided by the most vivid 
‘imagination, would scarcely believe in the existence 
of such a place, were it described in detail; I had no 
definite idea of the place an hour after I left it. 

There is no one thing in it grand or imposing. It 
bears no impress of a master genius; yet there is no- 
thing mean or inelegant, or untasteful. There are 
| paintings by the best masters of the Chinese schools ; 
| there are beds of flowers; pools instone basins, upon 
| which floats the sacred lotus ; gems of all kinds, and 
|of great price; gold in abundance; carving and in- 
|laid work of ebony, and ivory, and tortoise shell ; 
| marble ;—the impression of a chaos of elegancies rests 
upon my mind. 

To have an idea of this temple it must be seen, but 
to comprehend its details one should live in it a month. 
| It must be borne in mind, that the Siamese are under 
| the belief that their happiness in the next world will be 
|in proportion to the honors they do their gods in this, 
‘and that this temple is the labor of successive mo- 
|narchs, bigoted and zealous in their faith, who ex- 
| pended all their talents, and all the nation’s gold in its 
| construction.—pp. 322, 3, 4. 














— 
PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &e. 


SENATE. 
Tuurspay, Marcu 22. 

Mr. Tipron, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported, without amendment, the joint resolution ree 
ferred to them, directing the expenditure of an appro- 
priation heretofore made for the removal of the United 
States troops from Fort Gibson. This bill, by coneent, 
was taken up and considered. 

Mr. Grunpy moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
word near, so as to require the site of the new fort to be 
at or near old Fort Smith. 

This amendment was discussed by Messrs. Grundy, 
Tipton, King, Sevier, Fulton, and Preston, on the 
ground that the site of Fort Smith was the only proper 
one, and that the sum of $15,000, required for that site, 
was not a sufficient consideratioa for choosing a worse 
one. 

The amendment was adopted—ayes 24, noes not 
counted—and the bill, so amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Monpay, Marcu 26. 

Mr. SovrHARD presented the memorial of the mas- 
ters in the navy of the United States, praying for in- 
crease of pay: referred to the Committee of Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for the protection of the western fron- 
tier: which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
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Faipay, Marcu 30. 

Mr. McKean presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, in favor of the establishment of a dry 
dock at Philadelphia. Ordered to be printed. 

A report of the Secretary of War, on the estimated 
expense of the proposed extension of the Cumberland 
road. Ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Norve tr, 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of War report to the 
Senate the amount of funds on hand in any and all| 
branches of the Department ; what amount in the hands | 
of the Indian tribes, or hands of Indian traders, and in|! 
what description of funds, or if loaned, what are the se- 
curities, &c. 

Wepnespay, Apait 4. 

The Committee of Finance reported, without amend- 
ment, the bill making an annual appropriation for the 
support of the army. ‘The bill comes from the Com- 
mittee of Finance, as reported from the House. 

Tuespay, Aprit 10. 

The Vice Presipent presented a communication) 
from the War Department, in pursuance ofa Senate re- 
solution of the 5th ult., offered by Mr. Davis, with re- 
ports from the Third Auditor and Commissioner of Pen- 
sions; laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

STEAM BATTERIES. 

The Senate took up the resolutions offered some time 
since by Mr. Davis, calling on the Department for in- 
formation to enable the Senate to determine what forti- 
fications might be diminished or dispensed with, and 
whether a system of defence, by the aid of steam batte- 
ries, would not be more economical and efficient than 
the present system. 

Mr. Benton insisted that all the information asked 
for was already before the Senate, and he urged, at! 
considerable length, and with much earnestness, that 
when the treasury was full, gentlemen of the opposition 
had resisted appropriations for the defences of the coun- 
try, that they might save the money to debauch the 
people by the State deposites ; and now, when the Trea- 
sury was empty, they were bringing forward their own 
projects for expenditures on these defences, 

Mr. Davis said, if the gentleman had listened more 
attentively, he could not have fallen into so great a mis- 
take. Mr. D. had not proposed at all to increase the 
burden on the Treasury ; on the contrary, he had re- 


form and retrenchment directly in view, in connection | 


with a system which he supposed might be more efficient 
as well as more economical. Mr. D. also went into 
some further particulars, to show the advantages that 
might arise from the use of steam batteries as auxiliaries 
to the existing system of defence. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Wepnespay, Arrit 1], 

Mr. McKEAwn, among other petitions, presented one 
praying against the enforcehhent of the treaty requiring 
the Cherokees to remove west of the Mississippi. Laid 
‘upon the table. 

‘Before the orders were called, the navy appropriation 
bill, from the House, was taken rp, twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Grunpy spoke in defence of the bill under cer- 
tain modifications. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, Marcu 20, 


Mr. Incuam, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill to authorize the purchase of two vessels, to 
be employed as receiving vessels in the naval service ; 
and against the petitions of inhabitants of Pennsylvania 
for an appropriation to complete the frigate Raritan. 


Tuurspay, Marcu 22. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of his 
answer to the letter of Major General Jesup, dated Fort 
Jupiter, Feb. 11, 1538, called for by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 19th inst. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting reports and statements prepared by the Ad- 
jutant General and the Paymaster General of the army, 
in reply to the resolution of the House of the 19th ult., 
respecting the number of volunteers and militia engaged 
in the service of the United States within the last 
six years, and therelative cost of their employment and 
that of the troops of the regular army. Laid on the ta- 





ble, and ordered to be printed. 


Faipay, Marcu 23. 


Mr. CuapMay, on leave, presented the following re- 
solution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, that the Committee of Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of paying the late Go- 
vernor of Alabama and his staff for the time they were 
actually engaged in obtaining, organizing, mustering, 
and marching volunteers, during the year 1836, in con- 
sequence of the disturbances with the Creek Indians, 
and for expenses incurred in that service. 

Mr. Cambrecene stated that the Committee of Ways 
and Means had received certain documents from the 
War Department, in relation to the expenditures of the 
State of New York on the Canada frontier, and he 
moved their reference to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; which was agreed to. 

The Speaxeg laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, accompanied with 
copies of the contracts made by Gen. Jesup in relation 





| to the removal of Indians. 


On motion of Mr. Bett, referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, from the same, transmitting a response to a re- 
solution, calling for a copy of the answer to the letter of 
General Jesup, dated 20th of December, 1837, in which 
the Secretary of War states that, as the letter alluded 
to contained only a relation of the commanding officer, 
and an assertion of his individual opinions, it did not, 
in his opinion, require an answer, and no answer was 
given. 

Saturpay, Marcu 24. 
The Sreaxker laid before the House a communication 


from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report from 


the Acting Quartermaster General, in reply to a resolu- 
tion of the 5th instant, requirivg various information res- 
pecting the measures taken’ to carry into effect the act of 
July 2, 1836, authorizing the laying out of a military 
road along the western frontier, and the erection of posts 
thereon. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting the report and esti- 
mates of Lieutenant Stockton, Superintendent of Public 
Works of Michigan City, and St. Joseph’s, required by 
the resolution of the House of the 19th. 

Tuespay, Marcu 27. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. DromMGooLe in the chair,) and 
took up the military appropriation bill, which was 
passed through committee without amendment, and re- 
ported to the House. 

WeEDNEsDAY, Marcu 28. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
DromGoote in the chair,) on the bill making appropri- 
ations for the army ofthe United States for the year 1838. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out $250,000 for 
arsenals, and insert $232,000. 

Mr. BeLt moved to amend so as to reduce the item to 
$3 100,000. 

Mr. Ye vt, of Arkansas, opposed the motion, though, 
he said, he was a radical throughout. He would go for 
a reduction of salaries, but he would not refuse protec- 
tion for the western ftontier, where a war with the In- 
dians, in less than two years time, wasinevitable. The 
depots of arms in the West were indispensable. 

Mr. Be tt said the Secretary would have a discretion, 
and if there was a point where an arsenal was necessa- 
ry, it was in Arkansas. He modified his amendment so 
as to reduce the appropriation to 150,000 dollars, 

Mr. YELt said he would leave nothing to the discre- 
tion of the Secretary of War, in relation to the defence 
of the West. 

Mr CamMbre.enG adopted the last motion of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, as a modification. 

Mr. YELL moved to amend the amendment, providing 
that the sum shall be appropriated to the completion of 
the arsenals already commenced, and those in the west- 
ern country. 

After some remarks from Mr. McKay, the motion 
was agreed to. 

After some further discussion of the details of the bill, 
the Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 

Tuurspay, Marcu 29. 

Mr. Cotes, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill to authorize, for a limited time, two ad- 
ditional clerks in the office of the Commissary General 
of Subsistence ; and against the resolution of the House 
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er a EE a 
of the 5th inst., relative to assimilated pay of officers of} Objection being made, Mr. GARLAND moved that the 
the army and navy. rules of the House be suspended to enable him to offer 
Mr. Mitrican, from the Committee on Nayal Affairs, it; aud on this he asked for the yeas and nays, which 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill for the reliefof) were ordered ; and the vote on the motion to suspend 
Irvine Shubrick. } was, yeas 76, nays 60. So the House refused to suspend 
The military appropriation bill having been gone | the rules for this purpose. 
through in the course of the sitting, was ordered to be} The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the 
engrossed for a third reading, and was read a third time, | acting Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the 




















passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. | Colonel of Ordnance, in compliance with the resolution 
The House began on the navy appropriation bill, and | of the House of the 21st ult., requiring information on 
occupied the remainder of the day’s sitting upon it. | the subject of the sale of the United States lead mines. 


The question pending when the House adjourned was 
upon a motion of Mr. Monrcomery, of N. C., to re- NAVY APPROPRIATIONS. 
commit the bill for the purpose of striking out so much} The House took up the bill making appropriations for 
of it as proposes appropriations for the expenses of the | the service of the navy for the year 1838. 
Exploring Expedition. In the course of debate on this | Mr. Montcomery renewed his motion to recommit 
motion, Mr. Wise intimated a purpose to move such | the bill, with instructions to render specific the appro- 
amendments as would convert the exploring squadron | prjations for the exploring expedition. 


MoNDAY, APRIL 9. 


into a squadron for coast survey. Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the motion, 
Fripay, Marcu 30. Mr. Wise expressed a hope that the House would 
Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill preventing and sup- | make an inquiry whether the sums appropriated had 
pressing Indian Hostilities, for the year 1538, |not better be turned to some other purpose. He was in 


Mr. SERGEANT presented the joint resolution of the | favor of converting the squadron to the purposes of sur- 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, on the subject of a dry | veying the coast, and affording relief to vessels in dis- 
dock, which was referred to the Committee on Naval | tress. 

Affairs. Mr. Apams said the country would be degraded in 

Mr. McKean presented the joint resolution from the | the estimation of all mankind, if this expedition, after 
Senate concerning the removal of the troops from Fort! having been undertaken, should be abandoned. But for 





Gibson. | the mismanagement of the matter by the Executive, the 
WepNESDAY, Aprit 4. |expedition might have been successful and valuable in 


Mr. Wise asked leave to offer a resolution instructing | its results to the country. After what had happened, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire into the ex-| he was almost ashamed to ask another appropriation for 
pediency of repealing the law authoriziug the Exploring | the purpose. But, having confidence in Licut. Wilkes, 
Expedition, and converting the same to the purposes of | and in the officer (Mr. Poinsett) who had now the diree- 
surveying the Atlantic coast of the United States, &c., | tion of it, and whose health, he hoped, would soon be res- 
of protecting the coast, and of furnishing relief to vessels | tored, he was in favor of granting this appropriation. If 


in distress. Objections being made, ‘this also was wasted, he would not vote for another. As 
Mr. Monraomery moved to suspend the rule, which | to investigation, he saw no reason why it should not be 
was rejected, 'extended uato all the Departments. “All of them had 
Fatway, Apri 6. been alike mismanaged. Abuse, profusion, prodigality, 


Mr. CusHMAN reported a Senate bill authorizing the ;and imbecility, marked the administration in all its 
sale of certain land in the State of Maine, belonging branches. 
to the United States, for the purpose of building acus-| ‘The debate was continued by Messrs. Mallory, Ing- 


tom house, light house, and telegraph, | ham, Wise, Cambreleng, and Hoffman, when, without 
Mr. Smtr reported a bill making appropriations for | taking the question, the House adjourned, 

building light houses, and establishing beacon lights | Tuespay, Aprit 10. 

and buoys, for the year 1833. The House resumed the consideration of the Naval 
A bill to test the practicability of establishing a sys- | Appropriation Bill. 

tem of electro-magnetic telegraphs in the United States.| And the question being on the motion of Mr. Monrt- 


Mr. Casey reported a bill granting a bounty in land | gomery, of N. C., to recommit the bill with instruc- 

to the organized militia men, wounded men, and ran- | tions, to designate the special amount to be appropriated 
ers, who served in the late war with Great Britain: | for the Exploring Expedition. 

Bill and report ordered to be printed. Mr. Bronson, of N. Y., addressed the House at length 
Mr. McKay reported several tabular statements in| jn support of the motion to recommit. 

relation to the increase of the army, and also documents} When, at the request of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

relative to the defence of the western frontier, which} Mr. Monrcomery modified his motion to recommit, 


were ordered to be printed. and accepted the following, proposed by Mr. Cambre- 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7. leng, viz: to amend the bill by so reducing the several 
REDUCTION OF APPROPRIATIONS. items of the appropriation as in effect to cut off the expe- 


Mr. Garcanp, of Louisiana, said he deemed the re-/| dition, by refusing the means to carry it on; viz: to 
solution offered by him yesterday so important that he | strike out 1,312,000 dollarg for officers and seamen, and 
must again ask for its consideration. ‘The resolution | insert 1,172,100 dollars; to strike out 600,000 dollars for 
was as follows : provisions, and insert 561,000 dollars; to strike out 75,- 
erty That Fa senor of the bie be - | 000 one - medicines, surgical a 
rected to inform this House, as soon as practicable, whe- | stores, and other expenses on account of the sick, and to 
ther, in the present financial condision of the country, { insert <a a vy! - strike bye for ry 
and of the Treasury, it vill not be most judicious to} ous expenditures 450,000 dollars, and to insert , 
make such eouaepeladinen as will preserve the public | re Sa . 
works from injury and dilapidation alone; andifsucha! The debate was further continued by Mr. Bronson, 
course will not be judicious and proper, he then inform’ Mr. Mercer, and Mr. Crary; all of whom opposed the 
the House whether some or all the estimates for the ser- | amendments. 
vice for the year 1833, already submitted, for fortifica-|_| Mr. CAmbaetenc himself said he should vote against 
tions, the improvement of harbors and rivers, the estab-| it; he had oniy suggested it as a substitute for the mo- 
lishment of light houses, beacons, and buoys, the con- | tion of Mr. Montgomery, to avoid a recommitment of 
Struction of roads, the service of the Indian Department, | the bill. 
and for all other purposes, cannot be reduced without} Mr. MAttory now moved further to amend the bill 
injury to the public service ; and, if such reduction ean! by adding, as a proviso, that no part of the money ap- 
e made, that he designate what proposed appropria- | propriated by this bill should be applied after the Ist of 
| may peas be aes — _— much - = —. — s the aang 48 Exploring Expedition, with- 
urther, that he inform the House whether some of the} out the further action of Congress. 
appropriations already made may not, without material} Mr. Monrcomery accepted this as a further modifi- 
Injury to the country, be suspended for the present ; if| cation of his motion. 
80, to designate them; also, that he inform this House Mr. Wise then took the floor, and went into an ex- 
whether, if all made, the amount now in the Treasury, | tended speech in opposition to the expedition, and in fa- 
or estimated to come into it during the present year, | vor of converting it into a coast squadron. 
will be sufficient to meet them; and, if not, what will} He was followed by Mr. Reep, who advocated the 
the deficit, and in what manner it is proposed tobe met. ' expedition as a measure of the greatest practical utility, 
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as perfectly practicable, and as now required by the ho- 
nor of the nation. . 
Mr. CusHMAN now moved the previous question ; but 





———=a 


Mr. McKennawn appealed to his colleague to with- 


draw his motion, but he did not assent. 


Mr. Perriken asked for the yeas and nays on the 


the House refused to sustain the call, only 36 rising in| call, which were ordered, and were, yeas 58, nays 63, so 


its favor. 

Mr. SERGEANT made an earnest appeal against the 
abandonment of the enterprize. 

After a brief explanation by Mr. Wise, the question 
was put on Mr. Montgomery’s motion, as modified by 
the acceptance of the two amendments of Mr. Cambre- 
leng and Mr. Mallory, viz: to reduce the appropriations, 
and to confine their application to the expedition, to the 
Ist of May next—and decided by yeas and nays in the 
negative: yeas 57, nays 91. 

Mr. CamsBrELENG offered one or two verbal amend- 
ments to the bill, not connected with the exploring ex- 
pedition, which were agreed to. 

Mr. MALLory moved to add a proviso, that in officer- 
ing the expedition the law of February, 1799, (which 
forbids vessels of a certain size to be commanded by of- 
ficers under the rank of acaptain) should not be vio- 
lated. 

This amendment was promptly negatived; and the | 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Aprit Il. 


A report was received from the Secretary of War, 
in anwer to the resolation of the House, inquiring 
whether any Seminole warriors had been made prison- 
ers under a flag of truce. 

The navy appropriation bill was read a third time. 

Mr. Mattory said he did not intend again toopen the 
debate on this bill. The wants of the service required 
its passage, and he was compelled to consent to it, with 
an appropriation, to which he objected. He would not 
now rise, but to vindicate the character of the gallant 
officer who was at first entrusted with the command of 
the expedition, from some animadversions of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy. He sent to the Chair a letter from 
Capt. Jones, addressed to himself, which was read. 

The bill was then passed. 


Tuurspay, Aprit 12. 
ExpLorinG EXpeEpiTION. 


, Mr. Nay or asked leave to offer the following reso- 
ution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House, at as early a 
time as practicable, whether the number of the scien- 
tific corps, appointed to the Exploring Expedition, has 
been, or is to be, reduced ; and if so, to communicate the 
names of those who are to be dismissed ; copies of their 
appointments, and causes of the reduction, as also 
copies of all letters and correspondence which have 
passed between them or either of them, and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, Secretary of War, Commissioners of 
the Navy Board, or any other agent or officer of the 
United States, relative to the matters connected with 
= objects, preparation, outfit and sailing of the Expe- 

ition. 

Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a suspension of 
the rule, but the House refused. 

Mr. Nay tor asked leave also to submit the following: 

** Whereas a resolution has passed this House on the 
7th of December last, requesting the President of the 
United States ‘to furnish to this House (among other 
things) copies of all letters, documents, and communi- 
cations, which have passed between the Secretary of 
the Navy, the Commissioners of the Navy Board, the 
officers or persons relative to all matters connected with 
the preparation, outfit and sailing of the Exploring Expe- 
dition ; And whereas, This House has not yet been fur- 
nished with the documents, letters, and communications 
called for, although upwards of four months have elapsed 
since the passage of the resolution, and the session is 
now drawing towards a close; therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform this House whether or not he in- 
tends tocomply with the request of this resolution, by 
transmitting the copies of the documents, letters, and 
papers, called for; and why they have not long since 
been furnished.” 

' Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a suspension of 
the rule, when on taking the question, the ayes were 
28, noes 57, no quorum, 





| 


¢ 


the House refused the call. 


The question then recurring on the motion to suspend 


the rule, 


Mr. INGHAM stated that the correspondence was very 


voluminous, and would be sent in in a very few days. 


The House refused to suspend the rule. 
Fraipay, Apri. 13. 


On motion of Mr. HAyNnes, the Committee of Ways 
and Means were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of sundry estimates for buildings at West Point, 


and they were referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported without amendment Senate bill for the 
relief of Anne S. Heileman, widow of the late Col. J. F. 
Heileman, of the army. 

Mr. G. also reported without amendment Senate bill 
for the relief of Mary A. Patrick, widow of the late 
Capt. M. A. Patrick, of the Army. 
Mr. MorGan, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, reported with an amendment Senate bill grant- 
ing half pay and pensions to widows of certain officers. 
SatTurDAY, APRIL 1/4. 
Mr. Everett, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
reported a bill supplementary to the act entitled an act 
to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers; approved June 
30, 1834. 
Mr. Everett, submitted the following, which lies 
one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
lay before this House a statement of the amount paid, 
and of the amount of arrears on account of the expenses 
of the Seminole war; and an estimate of the sum ne- 
cessary, in addition to the former appropriation, to pay 
such arrears, and for carrying on said war until the Ist 
day of June next. 
Tvuespay, Aprit 17. 


Mr. Ye tt, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill to provide for the defence of the western 
frontier. 

Mr. Catuoun, of Massachusetts, from the select com- 
mittee, reported a bill granting a bounty in land to such 
soldiers of the old fourth regiment of United States In- 
fantry as served during any part of the war with Great 
Britain. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting voluminous documents, cor- 
respondence, &c. in relation to the Exploring Expedi- 
tion, called for in February last; which was committed 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, with instructions 
moved by Mr. Wiss, to investigate the causes of the 
delay of the expedition, and to report thereon: to the 
House. 

Tuurspay, ApriL 19, 


Mr Everett inquired of Mr. Cambreleng when it 
was his purpose to call up the bill making appropriations 
for the Seminole war. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that as soon as the House 
should have disposed of the bi!l for the issue of Treasu- 
ry notes, he should call up the Seminole bill. 

Mr. Everett then asked leave to move that the reso- 
lution offered by him on Saturday last, calling for in- 
formation as to the amount of arrears due on that war, 
and an estimate of its probable expenses up to the Ist of 
June next. 

Mr. CusHMAN objected; whereupon Mr. Everett 
moved a suspension of the rules for that purpose, and 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
taken accordingly, and resulted as follows; Yeas 101— 
Nays 70. 

There not being two-thirds in the affirmative, the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules was lost, and Mr. Everett’s call 
for information was not allowed to be moved. 





The Legislature of Pennsylvania has unamimously 
authorized the Governor of that State to present a 
gold Medal to Lieut. Francis P. Nicnoxs, for his 
distinguished services in the late war, as a Midship- 





Mr. Haynes moved a call of the House. 


man in the U. 8. Navy. 
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Mr. Rensselaer Van Rensselaer has been admitted 
to bail and discharged from gaol at Albany. He has 
given security for his appearance at the next term of 
the District Court to be held at Albany on the second 
Tuesday of May next. 


The remains of Major Mims Jemison, who fell in 
the battle of Clonotosassa, in Florida, have been dis- 
interred and carried to Tuscaloosa. They were land- 
ed there on the Ist from the steamer Pilot. 














CONGRESSION AL DOCUMENT. 





VOLUNTEERS, MILITIA, AND REGULAR 
TROOPS—COMPARATIVE EXPENSE OF. 
Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
statements of the comparative expense of volun- 
teers, militia, and regular troops. March 22, 

1838—Read and laid upon the table. 

DEPARTMENT OF War, March 21, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, re- 
ports and statements prepared by the Adjutant Gene- 
ral and Paymaster General of the army, in reply to 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
19th ultimo, respecting the number of volunteers 
and militia engaged in the service of the United 
States within the last six years, and the relative cost 
oftheir employment and that of the troops of the re- 
gular army. 

These statements are as accurate as the data in pos- 
session of the Department will permit. The precise 
number of militia and volunteers employed, and the 
exact proportion of mounted men to infantry, cannot 
be ascertained with perfect correctness. It is he- 
lieved, however, that the former exceed the number 
estimated by the Adjuvant General, and that rather 
more than three-fourths of them were mounted. 
The difference of expense between the employ- 
ment of this description of troops and regulars, is at 
least as four to one, independently of the wastage 
attending their ignorance of every administrative 
branch of the service, the enormous expense of 
marching them to and from distant points for short 
periods of service, and the great increage that will 
be made to the pension list, under the provisions of 
the act of the 19th of March, 1836. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J.R. POINSETT. 
Hon. JAmes K. Pouk, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ADJUTANT GENERAUL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 16, 1838. 

Str: In answer to the first and second paragraphs 
of the resoluiion of the House of Representatives, 
dated ‘* February 19, 1838,”’ I herewith respectfully 
send table A, being an abstract statement of the mi- 
litia, volunteers, &c., mustered into, and employed 
in, the service of the United States during the last 
six years, according to the muster-rolls, &c., on file 
in, and received at, this office. 

I deem it proper to remark, there is no certainty 
that this statement includes all the volunteer and 
militia force which has been employed during the 
above period, as I have reason to believe that all 
muster-rolls of this kind of troops, as is known to be 
the case with regard to monthly returns, have not 
been forwarded to the Adjutant General’s office. 

The statement has been delayed in consequence 
of the absence, by reason of indisposition, of ihe 
clerk who is conversant, and who is charged, with 
this branch of business. 

Very respectfully, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Major Gen. A. Macomps, 
Commanding-in-chief, §c. 





Abstract statements of the number of volunteers and mi- 
litia, including mounted men, mustered into, or em- 
ployed, in the service of the United States within the 
last six years, as exhibited by returns received at the 
Adjutant General’s office, pursuant to the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, dated February 19, 1838. 

















a a 
23 3 23 
; : = 5 en O te 
State or Territory. Eo , ¥ rede 
= te st Ep 2a 
so! & &0 ” = 
+ aa < = 
*Illinois - +  -1| 4764,393] 4,869/1832 
*Michigan - - - 15) 147) 162/1832 
renee 1411,635| 1,776 1835-6 
florida + 5 190 3°376| 3,566 1836~7-"8 


+South Carolina - - 141/2,124| 2,265 1836-7 
tLouisiana - - - 67:1,112) 1,179) i836~’7~8 
tAlabama - - - 113 2,244| 2,357|1836~°7~"8 
+Georgia ss - - 193 2,381| 2,574|/1836~7~8 
+Tennessee - - - 110,1,541 |*1,651 | 1836—7 


+Tennessee - - - 28} 504 532)1837~’8 
4+Missouri- - - 38) 436 474|1837-’8 
+New York - - - 3} 87 90,1837-’8 
+Pennsylvania— - - 20; 490} 5101837-’8 
+District of Columbia - 6} 133 39183678 
#Creek Indians - -| 12) 726] 733\1836~7 
+Delaware and Shawnee 

Indians - - - 4| 174 178 /1837~’8 


+Choctaw Indians - 10} 475} 485)1837 
tAlabama~ - - - 352 4,9'6| 5,268/1836 


tGeorgia - - - 366 5,043) 5,409)1836 
tCreek Indians - 761,730) 1,806/1836 
§Tennessee - - . 921,634) 1,726|1836 
§ Mississippi - - 37) 465| 6502|1836 
§Arkansas - - - 32) 543 575 |1836 
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\Tenn., N.C., Ala.,Geo.| 16] —|  16/1837~8 
{New York, -  - | 112] 964| 1,076|1838 
WMichigan - - - 3} 49 52/1838 
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For what purpose called out or employed. 

, * Suppression of Indian hostilities, Black Hawk war, 
832. 

+ Suppression of Indian hostilities—Florida war in 
1835-’6-’7-’8. 

$ Disturbances in the Creek nation in 1536, 

§ Disturbances on southwestern frontier, Texas &c., 
in 1836. 

|| Cherokee country in 1836-’7-’8. 

§! Disturbances on the frontier of New York, Vermont, 
&c., 1838. 

Where mustered.—At various places in the States and 
Territories from which they were drawn. 

Length of time they continued in service:—The pe- 
riod of service varies from three to six months; a small 
portion for twelve months. 

* Engaged also in the Creek nation. 


RECAPITULATION. 


























Com’ed| Men. |Agere- 
officers. gate. 
| 


} 





a 
491; 4,540) 5,031 


Black Hawk war - : - 

Florida war - . + - 1,076' 17,438) 18,514 
Creek disturbances - - 794 11,689) 12,483 
Southwestern frontier do. : 161| 2,642) 2,803 
Cherokee country - - : 236) 3,690) 3,926 


N. York fronticr disturbances - 115; 1,013) 1,128 


Aggregate - A 2,873) 41,012/43,885 











R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
AvJoTANT GENERAL’s Orrice, 
March 16, 1838. 
PAYMASTER GENERAUL’s OFFICE, ~ 
March 6, 1838. 


Str: In compliance with your instructions, I 
have the honor to submit the accompanying state- 





ments, in answer to the third paragraph of the reso- 
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lution of the House of Representatives of the 19th 
ultimo, which is as follows: 

“31. The difference in the expense, if any there 
has been, between the employment of such volun- 
teers, militia, and mounted men, and the troops of 
the regular army ; and, generally, the estimated dif- 
ference of expense between the employment and 
maintenance of regular troops and militia, volun- 
teers, or mounted men.’’ 

In preparing this statement, I have used such data 
as this office furnishes, together with the estimate of 
the Quartermaster General of the cost of forage 
when furnished in kind, the annual expense of 
mounting and keeping a regular dragoon soldier 
mounted, and the proportion of horses taken into 
service by mounted volunteers, and lost under cir- 
cumstances that entitle their owners to indemnity. 
The amount of the indemnity is taken from the 
Third Auditor’s report to you of the 25th of October 
Jast; from which it appears that the average value 
of the horses and equipments, as awarded by him, 
was $162 25. 

The subsistence of troops forms an important item 
of expense; but, as it is the same for each force, 
and would not vary the comparison, I have not no- 
ticed it. 

The calculations are made for a company of fifty 
privates, fully officered, of each description of 
troops. The relative expense of any organization 
above a company, will be very near the same. 

As irregular troops may be discharged at any pe- 
riod short of the time they engage to serve, and as 
their monthly expenses vary, the mean of one, three, 
and six months is considered the true standard of 
comparison, and the calculations are made accord- 
ingly. 

It will be seen by the abstract of the calculations, 
(paper A,) that the expense of a company of mount- 
ed volunteers, for six months, under the act of May 
23, 1836, is to the expense of a company of United 
States dragoons as 22575 to 13573°34; for three 
months, as 13553-69 to 6786°67; and for one month, 
as 7583°58 to 2262°22. The average expense is as 
14570°76 to 7540-74. 

Mounted volunteers or militia are not wanted to 
supply the place of dragoons or cavalry; they are 
armed as infantry or riflemen, and, in battle, act on 
foot as infantry. Horses for such troops are unne- 
cessary ; and so far from facilitating the movements 
of an army, they retard and embarrass it, especially 
in unsettled countries, where the forage must be 
transported in wagons, and the roads opened by 
troops. Notwithstanding this most serious inconve- 
nience, three-fourths of the volunteers that have 
served in Indian wars have been mounted ; and, to 
form a proper estimate of the relative expense of such 
troops, the comparison should be made with the 
United States infantry, to which the proportion is as 
14570-°76 to 2590, or very near six to one. 

This enormous disparity in the expenses of the 
two forces is not owing to the extravagant allow- 
ances made to volunteers; for, except in the article 
of clothing, they are not better paid than regular 
troops, and altogether insufficiently compensated to 
reimburse them for the pecuniary sacrifices they 
make in leaving home and employment, to say no- 
thing of the danger and hardships they encounter. 
It is caused, principally, by expenses for travelling 
to and from the place where the services of volun- 
teers and militia are required ; to the hire, mainte- 
nance, and indemnity for horses; and to furnishing 
them a full supply of clothing as a bounty, without 
regard to length of service. The statements also 
show the expense of volunteers serving on foot, and 
of militia. The term of service of the latter never 
exceeds three months, unless specially provided for. 

There is one comparison that would place the con- 
trast between the expenses of regular and irregular 
troops in « much stronger light, if I had the data to 





enable me to state it in figures ; and that is, the com- 
parative loss and destruction of military stores and 
public property by the two forces. The immense im- 
portance attached to this subject by European Govern- 
ments, as a principal means of sustaining war, has led 
to the most rigid economy, and the strictest accoun- 
tability in every thing connected with the materiel 
ofanarmy. We have profitted by their experience, 
and it is probable a more perfect system of account- 
ability is nowhere to be found than in our little ar- 
my ; but it requires the study of years to understand, 
and the exercise of martial law to enforce it. This 
cannot be expected of irregular troops, that serve, at 
most, but a few months. As volunteers aré fre- 
quently relieved, and their places supplied by others, 
it requires a large number to keep up a moderate 
force in the field. This increases in proportion not 
only the travelling and clothing expenses, but adds 
greatly to the pension list, 

There is another subject which I would respect- 
fully suggest should be considered in connexion with 
the employment of volunteers; and that is, the 
great inconvenience to which it subjects that useful 
class of citizens, the heavy tax imposed on their pa- 
triotism, and the loss the country sustains by divert- 
ing labor from its proper object, and turning pro- 
ducers into consumers. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. TOWSON, 
Paymaster General. 
Hon. Joe R. Pornsert, 
Secretary of War. 
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Of every description, neatly executed 
at this Office. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; King, L. G. De Russy, G. W. Maupin, F. M, Smith, 
THURSDAY, ............ APRIL 26, 1838. C. J. Sprague, Alfred Crozet. 





List OF CADETS, APPOINTED FOR THE EXAMI- 


1838. 

Maine, (1) Seth Williams. 

New Hampshire, (1) James G. Benton. 

Massashuseits, (3) C. D. Jordan, Ralph W. Kirk- 
ham, Henry Onion. 

Connecticut, (2) C. K. Hodge, Sam’l G. Wolcott. 

Vermont, (2) Jenks Beman, Isaac N Cushman. 

New York, (10) E. S. Beckwith, Isaac Bowen, 
Oliver Brodhead, H. Brown, F. J. Denman, Nelson 
W. Green, John Hillhouse, George D. Rodgers, 
Ambrose Spencer, John Wells. 

New Jersey, (1) John W. Schureman. 

Pennsylvania, (10) Peter Baldy, S. B. Hayman, 
Overington Israel, Charles L. Kilbourn, Lucien 
Loeser, John Martin, John S. McCalmont, George 
McClellan, James B. Williams, Ralph Wilkinson. 

Delaware, (1) William Read. 

Maryland, (3) Eugene McLean, George Sykes, 
R. L. Tilghman. 

Virginia, (12) Daniel Gibson, James M. Goggin, 
Richard W. Johnson, A. T. Laird, Theodore Laid- 
ley, Henry C. Lay, George T. Mason, John New- 
ton, J. W. Stevens, James B. Ward, Lafayette B. 
Wood, John J. Yarnall. 

North Carolina, (6) Israel Banks, Henry Bell, 
John D. Clark, I. Lutwick, Gaston Meares, Theo- 
dore Perkins. 

South Carolina, (4) R. H. Anderson, James B. 
Blanding, D. H. Hill, Patrick Noble. 

Georgia, (6) Walton Ector, James H. Foster, 
William T. Goodwin, Lafayette McLaws, W. P. B. 
Tefft, Thomas W. White. 

Kentucky, (9) B. S. Alexander, B. W. Arnold, 
Woods Capreton, William B. Henderson, John C. 
McFerran, Charles McLean, G. W. Smith, Joseph 
Stewart, Gustavus B. Tyler. 

Tennessee, (8) Thomas L. Beavers, Francis Bur- 
ton, C. J. Coutts, R. J. Hays, Joseph G. Mason, W. 
A. Morgan, O. H. P. Powell, A. P. Stewart. 

Ohio, (8) George G. Bailey, Cyrus Hall, Andrew 
McCall, Allen Norton, W. T. Rosecrants, John G. 
Taylor, A. J. Williamson. 

Louisiana, (1) Henry C. Story. 

Indiana, (2) Calvin Benjamin, James Hanna. 

Mississippi, (3) Benjamin E. Green, E. Van- 
drain, Tipton Walker. 

Illinois, (2) S. V. Papin, John Pope. 

Alabama, (3) James Longstreet, E. W. Martin, 
George W. Rains. 

Missouri, (2) P. S. McKinney, Charles Mc- 
Pherson. 

Arkansas, (1) —— Donnelly. 

Michigan, (1) Edwin Howe. 

District of Columbia, (3) John Daniel Kurtz, 
James Maguire, John Sperry. 

AT LARGE, (10.) 
Sons of officers and late officers of the army. 


James O. Handy. 
Whole number appointed, 115. 





Lieutenant CHAaRLEs WILKES was appointed on 
the 20th inst. to the command of the South Sea Sur- 
veying and Exploring Expedition, and has entered 
actively on the duty of making the necessary prepa- 
rations for the cruise. The squadron will consist of 
the sloops Vincennes and Peacock, the ship Relief, 
and brig Porpoise. The Macedonian and Relief will 
proceed shortly to Norfolk, and the Porpoise will re- 
turn to that port in a few days from her present duty 
of surveying several of the southern harbors. 

Some changes, it is presumed, will be made in the 
officers at present attached to the expedition, a list of 
which we shall publish as soon as the arrangements 
are completed. 





The steam frigate Fulton is expected at Washing- 
ton from New York ; her day of sailing not known. 

The new ship Cyane is said to be destined to 
the Mediterranean. We shall publish a list of her 
officers next week. The ship St. Louis will return 
to Norfolk for repairs, and the Levant supply her 
place on the West India Station. 





The Board of Directors of the “ Great Western 
Steam Navigation Company,” having passed resolu- 
tions inviting Lieutenants E. W. CarPENDER and 
W. F. Lywen, of the U.S. navy, to take passage in 
their steam ship, the Great Western, from New 
York to England, and back, permission has been 
granted to those officers, by the Department, to make 
the voyage. 





NATHANIEL TucKER, late of Milton, Mass., has 
bequeathed three thousand dollars to the Seamen’s 
Aid Society of Boston. 





QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, April 23, 1838. 

The Acting Quartermaster General acknowledges 
the receipt of forty dollars, forwarded from Tampa 
Bay, Florida, by some unknown person, who says, 
in an anonymous communication: “The enclosed 
belongs to the Quartermaster’s Department.” The 
amount has accordingly been placed to the credit of 
the United States. 





U. S. Stoop LExINGToN, 
Lat, 56° 40’ §., Long. 73° 40/ W. 
Vovember 25, 1887, 
Str: I have the honor to report the Lexington thus 
far on her passage to the Pacific. We have encoun- 
tered much bad weather, and the ship has proved to 
be of the first class. She scuds well, works well, 
sails well, and lays to well. Crew in good health. 
Very respectfully, sir, 
Your obed’t serv’t, 
J. H. CLACK, Commander, 
Hon. Mauton Dickerson, 





M. Lovell, A. J. T. Dana, H. L. Eustis, Oscar 





Secretary of the Navy. 
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Major General Scorr left Washington on Mon- 
day night last, for the Cherokee country. 





The following named personsare authorized to re- 
ceive subscriptions to the Army and Navy Chroni- 
cle :— 

BLYDEN VANBAUN, Post Office, Pensacola. 

Henry LAwrance, New Orleans. 

I. Smirn Homans, St. Louis, Mo. 

Lieut. J. T. Homans, U, S. Navy, Erie, Pa. 

i> For general list of agents, see monthly covers. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


April 2)—Capt.G. Andrews,6th Inf.,Maj.T.P.Andcews’ 
Lt. W. R. Montgomery, 3d Inf., Gadsby’s. 

Ass’t Surgeon J. C. Reynolds, do. 

Ass’t Surgeon C. M. Hitchcock, do. 
Capt. J. W. Ripley, Ordnance, Fuller’s. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasaineton, April 15, 1838. 

Army.—Major J. B. Brant, 4, Dr.B. F. Fellowes, 2, 
Dr. H. L. Heiskell, Capt. J. A. Phillips, 3, Capt. T. 
Swords, Col. Geo. Talcott, 2. 

Navy.—Lt. J. A. Davis, A. A. Holcomb, F. W. 
Moores, Dr. N. Pinkney, P. Mid. J. L. Ring, Lt. S. C. 
Rowan. 


Marine Corps.—Lt. A. W. Allen, Capt. W. Du- 


lany. 
PxILADE-pnta, April 15, 1835. 
Army.—E. S. Faissoux, Dr. B. Randall, 3. 
Navy.—Dr. N. Pinkney, Purser McK. Buchanan, 
Lt. F. Engle, Mid. W. Craney, Mid. A. G. Clary. 


PASSENGERS. 
New York, April 15, per steam packet Neptune, 
from Charleston, Col. B. K. Pierce, of the army. 
SavAnnau, April 15, per steamboat Charleston, from 
Black Creek, Major Hunt and lady, Major Lytle, and 
Lieut. C. O. Collins, of the army. | 


COMMUNICATION. 


SERVICE CHARGES OF POWDER. 


The quantity of powder required to produce the 
greatest velocity in the projectile, has been estab- 
lished by actual and exact experiments, and from 
those experiments foreign services have fixed the 
charges for the service of guns of every description. 

The charges established in the British army have 
been adopted, very generally, in our service, (as 
may be seen by comparing our regulations with the 
latest tables of the pocket gunner,) without regard 
to the difference in the form and pattern of the ord- 
nance of the two countries; or that, in the strength 
of their service powder, two very important and in- 
fluential considerations, effecting the results of ex- 
periments. 

Roprns observes, that the strength of powder 
used should be determined, not by the greatest velo- 
city it will produce, but by the least velocity neces- 
sary for the purpose in view. Now this quantity, 
in our service, has never been determined by any 
satisfactory series of experiments; neither have we 
any data by which to form a comparative table, 
showing the strength of powder used in the British 
service, and in our own. 

In so many particulars is our materiel supposed to 
vary from that of the English service, that to adopt 
the charges, established by experiments, for British 
guns, is to admit an ignorance of the subject, dero- 
gitory to the character of the American artillery. 
In our service, the minimum strength of cannon 
stood is fixed by the regulations of the Ordnance 

epartment; yet there is no established maximum 
for the eprouvette range. Thus we may have, and 
actually do possess, service powder in our maga- 
zines, varying from 200 to 300, and even 350 yards, 




















of equal weights, to be used, when taken into the 
field, by officers altogether ignorant of the important 
variations in the power of the different charges— 
| differences that would inevitably render ineffective 
all the experience and skill of the officers, and de- 
stroy all confidence in the ability of the arm to pro- 
duce an effect upon the enemy ! 

If a cartridge be filled with two pounds of powder, 
the proof range of which is 200 yards, and another 
be filled with an equal quantity, giving an augment- 
ed range of fifty per cent., is it not certain that the 
range of the projectile would be affected, so as to re- 
quire a proportional reduction in the degrees of ele- 
vation of the gun, in order to reach the same object 
by the projectile? 

The ordnance regulations, by a table having re- 
ference to a standard proof range of 180 yards, fix 
|the service charges for every description of ord- 
nance ; but direct nothing, with regard to increas- 
ing or diminishing the fixed weights, in the ratio of 
the relative strength of powder, as it varies from the 
standard. The same box of fixed ammunition might 
therefore contain charges, composed of powder of 
every degree of strength, from the maximum of 180 
yards, to an indefinite range. 

In British guns, the usual windage is one-twen- 
tieth the caliber, and experience has proved that, 
from one-fourth to one-third of the force of the 
charge escapes, and is lost, by so greatan allowance. 











from which ammunition is indiscriminately prepared 


Improvements in our service, upon the casting of 


cannon balls, have rendered so great an allowance 
of windage unnecessary, inasmuch as the smooth- 


ness of their surface, and exactness of their spherical 
form, admits of their access into the bore of guns, 
even with a very limited windage. In heavy ord- 
nance, the irregularities in the surface of bails being 
thus removed, the difference between the diameter 
of the bore and that of the shot, need be only suffi- 
cicient to meet the increase of the latter, by its ex- 
pansion when used as hot shot. This reduction in 
the windage of our guns, (and their diminished 
vents,) requires a corresponding reduction in the 
charges of powder, because the loss of force com- 
plained of in the British guns, is very materially ob- 
viated by the change. 

Except for very long ranges, which are seldom 
required in cannon, or, at least, which are seldom 
productive of beneficial results, our established 
charges of powder for siege, garrison, or sea coast 
guns, of one-third the weight of the shot, and for 
field guns, of one-fourth, are, unquestionably, too 
great; and considering the diminished windage and 
vents, and the increased strength of powder, from 
that used during the late war, undoubtedly contain 
an useless, if not a dangerous, quantity. 

The supposition that the strongest charge which 
the gun is capable of resisting, produces the most 
destructive effects, is refuted by all experiments, 
with charges varying both in weight and strength. 
“ To produce the greatest damage to any splintering 
object, as oak, by a shot fired against it, the shot fired 
should lose all motion just as it ceases to be resisted 
by the object.” 

In the practice had at the artillery school of prac- 
tice, during the encampments of 1826 and 1827, the 
use of diminished charges of powder for canister 
shot was found to possess much greater uniformity 
in the results, and to prevent the uncertain and wild 
range which the shot assumed, when fired with the 
regulation charges of one-fourth the weight of a shot 
of the caliber of the piece ; and in the practice with 
both canister and grape shet, the variation in the 
weight of powder, conformably to its relative 
strength, as compared with a standard value, gave 
results of great uniformity, both in the range of the 
shot, and the recoil of the gun. It was evident from 
the effects of that practice, that the charges for ser- 
vice ought to be fixed, not by any uniform weight, 
but by a standard proof range ; and that the varia- 
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tions in the proof strength, either way, from that 
standard, should determine the quantity. This range 
and quantity might be marked upon every round of 
fixed ammunition put up at the laboratories. This 
precaution appears the more necessary, in our ser- 
vice, in consequence of the unlimited range allowed, 
above the maximum strength of powder obtained by 
contract. 

Were the Ordnance Department to manufacture 
its own powder, a closer conformity to a standard 
might be attained; and in that case it might not be 
necessary to pursue so nice a graduation in the 
charges. But while the present system of supply is 
followed, and the present vague limit in the strength 
of powder is permitted, no argument is required te 
convince one of the importance of fixing, by actual 
experiment, the charges for every description of 
projectile, and every variety of firing. 

This appears to me a subject of the first import- 
ance to our artillery service, and it is hoped that, 
whenever the interests of the service may admit of 
it, the very intelligent head of the War Department 
may consider it, and constitute a board of officers, 
possessing scientific and practical qualifications, suit- 
able to the task of determining the charges best adapt- 
ed to our own guns. B. 








LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


[Pusric —No., 16.] 

AN ACT making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year one thousand eight huncred 
and thirty eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the following surns be, and the same are 
hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the support of 
the army, during the year eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, that is to say: 

For the pay of the army, one million and ninety-one 
thousand one hundred and ninety-thrée dollars. 

For the subsistence of officers, three hundred and for- 
ty-seven thousand seven hundred and forty-nine dollars: 

For forage of officers’ horses, seventy thousand nine 
hundred and eighty-seven dollars: 

For clothing of officers’ servants, twenty-six thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty dollars: 

For payments in lieu of clothing to discharged sol- 
diers, thirty thousand dollars : 

For subsistence, exclusive of that of officers, seven 
hundred and thirty thousand nine hundred and twelve 
dollara and fifty cents : 

For clothing of the army, camp and garrison equip- 
aye, cooking utensils, and hospital furniture, four 
hundred and thirteen thousand two hundred and ninety- 
nine dollars : 

For the medical and hospital department, thirty-nine 
thousand two hundred dollars : 

For the regular supplies furnished by the Quartermas- 
ter’s department, consisting of fuel, forage, straw, sta- 
tionery, and printing, two hundred and three thousand 
dollars : 

For barracks, quarters, storehouses, embracing the 
repairs and enlargement of barracks, quarters, store- 
houses, and hospitals, at the several posts ; the erection 

of temporary cantonments at such posts as shall be oc- 
cupied during the year, end of gun-houses for the pro- 
tection of cannon at the forts on the seabord; the pur- 
chase of the necessary tools and materials for the objects 
wanted, and of the authorized furniture for the barrack- 
rooms; rent of quarters for officers; of barracks for 
troops at posts where there are no public buildings for 
their accommodation ; of store-houses for the safe -keep- 
ing of subsistence, clothing, &c-, and of grounds forsum- 
mer cantonments, and military practice, ninety-five 
thousand dollars : 

For the allowance made to officers for the transporta- 
tion of their baggage, when travelling on duty without 
troops, fifty thousand dollars : 

For the transportion of troops and supplies, viz: trans- 





——~ | 


wagons, and boats, for the purpose of transportation, or 
for the use of garrison ; drayage and cartage at the seve- 
ral posts; hire of teamsters; transportation of funds for 
the pay department; expense of sailing a public trans- 
port between the posts of the Gulf of Mexico; and of 
procuring water at such posts as, from their situation, re- 
quire it; the transportation of clothing from the depot 
at Philadelphia, to the stations of the troops; of subsis- 
tence from the places of purchase, and the points of de- 
livery under contracts, to such places as the circumstan- 
ces of the service may require it to be sent ; of ordnance 
from the foundries and arsenals to the fortifications and 
frontier posts, and of lead from the western mines to the 
several arsenals, the sum of one hundred and ninety-five 
thousand dollars : 

For the incidental expenses of the Quartermaster’s 

department, consisting of postage on peo letters and 

packets ; expenses of courts martial and courts of inquiry, 
including the compensation of judge advocates, members 
and witnesses; extra pay to soldiers, under an act of 

Congress of the second of March, eighteen hundred and 

nineteen ; expenses of expresses from the frontier posts; 

of the necessary articles for the interment of non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers; hire of laborers; com 

pensation to clerks in the offices of quartermasters and 
asistant quartermasters at posts where their duties can- 
not be performed without such aid, and to temporary 
agents in charge of dismantled works, and in the per- 
formance of other duties; expenditures necessary to 
keep the two regiments of dragoons complete, including 
the purchase of horses to supply the places of those 
which may be lost and become unfit for service, and the 

“vay ae of additional stables, ninety-two thousand dol- 

ars : 

For two months’ extra pay to re-enlisted soldiers, and 

for the contingent expenses of the recruiting service, 

twenty-four thousand two hundred and sixty four dollars, 

For the national armories, three hundred and sixty 

thousand dollars: 

For the armament of the fortifications, one hundred 

thousand dollars : 

For the current expenses of the ordnance service, 

ninety-cight thousand dollars : 

For arsenals, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 

or so much thereof as may be sufficient to complete the 

arsenals already commenced, and those on the western 
frontier : 

For the manufacture of elevating machines for bar« 
bette and casemate carriages, five thousand dollars ; 

For the purchase and manufacture of light field artil- 
lery, thirty-nine thousand nine hundred and fifty-three 
dollars, 

For the purchase of gunpowder and grape shot, thir- 
ty-seven thousand five hundred dollars ; 

For arrearages payable through the office of the Se 
cond Auditor, twelve hundred dollars: 

For arrearages payable through the office of the Third 
Auditor, three thousand dollars ; ; 

For taxes on the Passyunk arsenal, near Philadelphia, 
for the years eighteen hundred and thirty-seven and 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, fourteen hundred 
an fifty dollars: 

For contingencies of the army, five thousand dollars : 

For paying the balance due the heirs of William Mel- 
drum, one of the commissioners for surveying and mak- 
ing the road from La Plaisance Bay to Chicago, two 
hundred and sixty-eight dollars and fifty-five cents. 

For paying Adam Eckfeldt, for fine gold and other ex- 
penses incurred by him in preparing nine medals order- 
ed by Congress for various distinguished officers, one 
thousand and eight dollars and eighty-six cents. 

Approvep, April 6th, 1838. 

[Pusric.—No. 15.] 

Extract from an Act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year 1838. 

For the support and maintenance of light-houses, 
floating lights, beacons, buoys, and stakages, including 
the purchase of lamps, oil, keepers’ salaries, repairs, im- 
provements, and contingent expenses, three hundred and 
fifty-six thousand eighthundred and sixty -three dollars: 

For survey of the coast of the United States, includ- 
ing the compensation of the superintendent and assist- 
ants, ninety thousand dollars : 





portation of the say including the baggage of troops 
when moving either by land or water ; freight and fer- 
riages ; purchase or hire of horses, mules, oxen, carts, 








For the relief and protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries forty-thousand dollars. 



































































ee Oe Ye oa 
—— +r po Bae ot, *s ees aS he = 


RT RE cl at mn ER 






268 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





‘rom the Charleston Courier, April 16. | 
FLORIDA WAR. 

The U.S. steam packet Poinsett, Capt. TraTuen, 
arrived on Saturday from St. Augustine, brought us| 
the Herald of the 7th inst., from which we have made | 
some extracts. 

We learn from a passenger in the U.S. steamer 
Poinsett, from St. Augustine, that about a week ago, 
Col. Bankhead captured seventy Indians near Key 
Biscayne, and that an express mail rider between 
Camp King and Fort Dade, and two men, near New- 
nansville, had been killed by the Indians. It was 
also reported that Gov. Cauu had been killed by the 
Indians in West Florida. 

We are also indebted to our friend, Capt. Sisson, of 
the schooner Exit, for the following letter, which 
communicates some information that will be found 
interesting. Below, also, will be found some items, | 
under the Savannah head, relating to affairs in Flo- 
rida. 

Schr. Exit, at anchor in St. John’s river, 
April 12, 1838. 
To the editors of the Charleston Courier : 

GENTLEMEN : On the 21st of March, 510 Indians 
were taken, and 147 rifles, the powder horns all full. 
They were surrounded at daybreak by Gen. Jesup’s 
army. 150 of them were sent by land to Tampa 
Bay, the remainder to New Orleans by vessels. The 
schooner Caspian, Capt. Swasey, and schooner Medi- 
terranean, Capt. Henry, took them all on board at 
Key Biscayne, by the way of Indian Key, where I 
saw them leave on the 4th April, under the com- 
mand of Lieuts. Mock and Seares, of the U.S. A,., 
for Key West. I visited them while on board the 
schooner. They are a dirty, filthy set of beings, 
having hardly any thing to cover themselves with: 
All the vessels are sent away from Fort Bankhead. 
The schr. Randolph, Capt. Ireland, and schr. Impe- 
rial, Captain Rogers, to Tampa Bay, with their car- 
goes; schrs. Polly and Maria L. Estell, discharging ; 
the schrs. Erie, Capt. Nye, Oscar, Capt. Southwick, 
and Exit, for Black Creek. The Exit left in compa- 
ny with the Oscar, all with cargoesand U.S. troops. 
Col. Bankhead, Adj’t. Pickell, Dr. Byrne, and Lieut. 
Ross, U.S. A., were passengers in the Exit, froin 
Fort Bankhead and Key Biscayne, to this place, 
where she left on the 8th inst. On the 4th left In- 
dian Key—no news there—4+ Indians were taken 
about the 27th March, by Col, Bankhead’s command 
—they will be sent to the west as soon as arrange- 
ments can be made. Three Indians were taken by 
some Tennesseeans out on a scouting party; they 
came witha white flag: one had a rifle, the others 
hid theirs, one of which was found. Two of the In- 
dians have since runaway. Fort Dallas, at the river 
Miami, has been evacuated, and the buildings re- 
moved to Fort Bankhead, at Key Biscayne, where 
the light house stands. Captain Webster commands 
at Fort Bankhead, and it is probable this post will be 
kept up during the summer. 

We have had norain in South Florida. The river 
Miami is nearly dry. Captain Powell has left Cape 
Florida for Key West and other Keys. 

The Exit left Key Biscayne, Fort Bankhead, at 
sundown on the 8th inst., and arrived at anchor off 
St. John’s Bar, at sundown on the 11th. Left at 
Fort Bankhead the steamer Isis, Capt. Craig. 

Yours, truly, N. B. SISSON. 

I have recived the following infermation from an 
officer attached to Col. Bankhead’s command: 

“Col. Bankhead, we are informed, has been ope- 
rating, ever since the 12th of March, in the vicinity 
of New river and Cape Florida, with a command of 
about 600 men, consisting of ten companies of Artil- 
lery, a battalion of Tennessee volunteers, and the 


————— SS 





“The Colonel proceeded from Camp Lauderdale 
(on New river) on the 22d of March, with a force 
of about 350 men, and penetratea the Everglades in 
boats to a distance of fourteen miles. His route was 





‘directed by a large Indian trail, over which it was 


presumed that Sam Jones and Alligator, with a party 
of at least 300, had recently passed. It seems ‘the 
Everglades’ is a lake of immense extent, the water 
of which does not, at this dry season, average more 
than two and a half feet, and being almost entirely 
overgrown with saw grass of about seven feet high, 
and studded with numerous little woody islands, it 
presents to the view, in every direction, an intermi- 
nable series of beautiful glades. 

**The difficulties encountered in this march are 
said to have surpassed any thing that has yet been 
met with, even in Florida! It was impossible to 
proceed through this region except in boats, as the 
water, although averaging not more than two anda 
half feet, was in many places so deep as to reach to 
the necks of the men. The high saw grass and mud 
rendered it impossible to propel the boats by oars, so 
that the only alternative was to push and drag them 
along, which was done with infinite labor, but with- 
out a murmur—the men wading through water, and, 
in many places, struggling through mud above their 
hips, besides being impeded, at alinost every step, by 
sharp saw grass, which frequently inflicted severe 
wounds. 

‘‘After having proceeded about fifteen miles in 
the manner here described, the trail was perceived to 
lead to a dry pine island, (the many little islands 
which form the Everglades are covered with cocoa, 
plumb, and cypress trees, and are so swampy, that 
even the Indians cannot reside on them,) of about 
three miles in length and a quarter of a mile in 
breadth ; the north end of this island is covered by a 
dense hammock, from the centre of which several 
smokes were seen to rise, and as the troops ap- 
proached, some eight or ten warriors were disco- 
vered about its margin. As night was fast approach- 
ing, it being within one hour of sunset, and as there 
still subsisted a sort of indefinite truce with the In- 
dians, Col. Bankhead thought it due, both to policy 
and justice, to offer them the white flag before he 
made any hostile demonstration. Accordingly, a 
small party proceeded within about 200 yards of the 
hammock, with this emblem of peace floating above 
their heads: but, to the great surprise and indigna- 
tion of all, they had scarcely been two minutes at 
their station, when several rifle balls were heard to 
whiz around their ears, one of which wounded the 
hand of the man who held the flag. 

** The Colonel then lost not a moment in disposing 
his men for action; and this he did in a manner 
which was entirely new to the Indians, and which, 
no doubt, interfered with their previous arrange- 
ments. Instead of following the trail, and charging 
the hammock in front, as the Indians, from all pre- 
vious experience, had reason to expect, and for 
which emergency they doubtless were well pre- 
pared, the Colonel posted in front of the hammock, 
in extended line, so as to completely cover it, two 
companies of the 4th Artiilery, under command of 
Lieut. Ross, while he despatched, on the left of the 
island, (where the water was not more than two feet 
deep,) Major Kirby, with four companies of the Ist 
Artillery, one of the 3d Artillery, and two of Ten- 
nessee volunteers, with orders to flank the enemy, 
and land part of his force in the rear of the hammock. 
On the right of the island, (where the water was too 
deep to wade) Lieut. Powell was sent with the 
boats, sailors, and two companies of the Ist Artillery, 
with orders to form a junction with Major Kirby. 
The enemy at first opened a fire un the boats as they 
proceeded within gun shot of the hammock, but as 
soon as they discovered the plan of attack, and saw 
that if they attempted to hold their positioa they would 





sailors of Lieut. Powell’s command. 


soon be completely surrounded, they retreated with 
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great precipitation, and had barely time to escape, | diers of his command, for the admirable manner in 
as Major Kirby and Lieutenant Powell closed in their! which they performed the duty assigned to them 
rear. Night had now fallen, and the saw grass in| this morning. Col. Twiggs’ plan for surrounding 
which they took refuge afforded them such com-|and securing the Seminoles, was most judicious, and 
plete concealment, that further pursuit would have | such was the prudence and judgment with which it 
been useless. The Indians were obliged, in their| was executed, that more than five hundred Indians, 


precepitate flight, to abandon every thing except| and among them about a hundred and fifty warriors, 


their women and children, most of whom, it is pro-| were taken and brought into camp, without the loss 
bable, they had transported before they fired on the | of a single drop of blood on either side. 
white flag. 1 


: Par. lI. The Seminole negroes, with Micanopy’s 
Whole sacks of contee, cooking utensils of every | and Cloud’s families, and Tuskeegee, and his family, 


description, powder, lead, clothing, and about 20 skin | wil] be taken immediately to Tampa Bay. The re- 
canoes were found in their camp. Orders were given | mainder of the Indians will be sent to Fort Pierce, 
to pursue the enemy at day light next morning, but it) whence they will be sent to St. Augustine as soon as 
was discovered, after a wade of a few miles, that the | practicable.” Col. Twiggs is charged with the exe- 
trail led to another pine island, (it is said that there | cution of this order. 
are but three pine islands, altogether, in the ever- | Par. Ill. Col. Twiggs will detach a company of 
glades,) so remote, that it would have been impossi- | artillery from his command to strengthen the garri- 
ble for the troops, now completely. exhausted, and | son at Fort Pierce. = 
short of provisions, to continue the pursuit to “d Par. 1V. The 2d division is divided into two sepa- 
great a distance. rate districts or commands. Gen. Eustis will com- 
“The moral effect of this movement in the ever-| mand that part of the division north of Fort Anne 
glades will doubtless be very great on the whole | Hunloree, including the posts on the St. John’s; and 
Seminole nation; their last asylum has now been | Colonel Twiggs will command the troops and posts 
invaded, and they are convinced that that place to south of the district assigned to Brig. Gen. Eustis, 
which they have so frequently boasted ‘no white and not included in the command of Col. Taylor. 


man could go,’ no longer affords them protection. | |jeut. Col. Bankhead will continue with his present 
The probability is, that they will never again resort | .ommand. 


to the everglades, for they can there be completely By order of Major Gen. Jesup: 
cut off, whenever the water rises to its usual height J. A. CHAMBERS 
—and even as it is, their chance of escape then is A. D. C. & A. A. Gen. 


much less than in the great cypress swanips of the} Sayannan, April 13.—The steamer Wm. Gas- 


main land. : me ton, Capt. Freeland, arrived yesterday afternoon 
“Ina few days after this expedition to the ever- | ¢-om Garey’s Ferry, (Clarksville,) E. F. 


glades, 44 Indians surrendered to Col. Bankhead,in| frypgm Capt. F. and a passenger in the Wm. Gas- 
the vicinity of Camp Lauderdale. Among them/ton, we Jearn that the planters have abandoned the 
were 13 warriors who gave up their rifles—the rest | rons between Fort Harlee, Micanopy, and New- 
were women and children. Whether these people nansville, and had gone into the forts for protection. 
were influenced by the movement in the everglades,| QO) Monday two men, named Snowden and Town- 
it is impossible tu say, but the time and place at) send, were murdered on New river, 12 miles from 
which they surrendered, make the inference ex-| Fo;t Harlee by a party of Indians. 

P ” t : . ° 
tremely probable. Col. Sanchez, on Friday last, was driven from his 
plantation by a party of 18 to 20 Indians, and had 
gone to Newnansville. 

An express rider, it is said, was recently shot in 





St. AuGusTINe, 4pril 7.—By the recent arrivals 
from Indian river, we learn that the Indians who 


were encamped near the army, have all been cap- | the arm within a mile of Fort Harlee, on his way to 


tured by Gen. Jesup. ‘They amount in number to| \gijcg and Newnansville, but made his escape 
514, of whom about 160 were warriors. Three hun- oer rat on. , P 


dred have been shipped to Key Biscayne, and the re- 
mainder have gone over land to Tampa. More re- 
cent arrivals inform us that Col. Bankhead had come 
up with Sam Jones about 45 miles S. W. of Fort 
Jupiter, whom he attacked in front, and endeavored 
to surround ; but after a skirmish of a few minutes, 
the Indians fled. They are now on an island in the |jng difficulties is more favorable now than ever. 
Okee-chubbee, from which it is said they cannot es-| More, however, will be known in a few days. 
cape. Previous to the attack, itis saida flag of truce} 4 detachment of the 2d Dragoons, left Fort Brooke 
was sent to them; but the Indians fired upon it. on the, 5th inst., for Black Creek. 
Extract of a letter dated The 4th Infantry, under command of Col. Foster, 
‘“*Fortr Juprirer, March 22. arrived at Fort Brooke on the same day, and three 
“ The grab game has been played. On the morn- {companies of the 4th Infantry, under the command 
ing of the 21st, about 2 o’clock, we moved, part}of Major Riley, were to have left Fort Brooke on 
crossing the creek, the balance heading it. Having | the 19th ult, for Micanopy. 
formed ourselves according to previous arrange- -—— 
ments, we waited the approach of day, and then the| Troops Rerurninc.—The U. S. steamboat Ma- 
signal was given to advance, when the whole force | rion came to our wharf on Friday last, having on 
moved up simultaneously, and before they had time | board 198 Alabama volunteers, whose term of ser- 
to look around, the Indians were complely surrourd-| vice had expired, and who were paid off and dis- 
ed. The whole number, men, women, and children, | charged. 


From our valued correspondent in Florida, we al- 
so learn that, on the 4th inst., Alligator came in to 
Colonel Taylor, at Fort Bassinger, and stated that he 
had buried the hatchet forever. He left on the same 
day for his family. 

It is thought that the prospect of terminating exist- 


is 512; 146 rifles, 148 warriors. No news about fu-| The Georgia Brigade, commanded by Gen. Nel- 
ture movements—many conjectures. son, also passed through our city on Sunday last, on 
_ The following is an order issued by Gen. Jesup, | their way to ‘* Camp Call,” in Hall county, where 
in reference to this capture. they will be discharged. 
Heap QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, A regiment of troops from North Alabama like wise 
Fort Jurivrer, Fa., March 21, 1838. arrived at Fort Mitchell last week, and were mus- 
OrveErs, tered out of service. They numbered about 1,100. 
No. 77. Many of them had lost their horses, and were obliged 





Par. I. The Major General Commanding returns | to foot it, but they looked healthy and appeared to 
his thanks to Cul. Twiggs, and the officers and sol-'be in fine spirits.— Columbus, Geo., Sen., 12th inst. 
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MISCELLANY. made known after the light boat arrives at her sta- 





TO MARINERS. 
ST. JOHN’S BAR. 


DIRECTIONS FOR ENTERING THE St. JoHN’s 
River, Froripa.—The outer buoy is a !arge cop- 
ered can buoy, in eighteen feet at low water, N.N. 
. from the light at about three miles distance. S. 
by W. half W. a half mile distant, is a coppered spar 
buoy, in ten feet water, One other spar buoy, S. by 
W.halfa mile distant, in eight feet water; another 
spar buoy, S. by E. half E., one-fourth of a mile off ; 
one other spar buoy, S. by E. one-eighth of a mile 
off, in ten feet water. The buoys are all well an- 
chored, with heavy anchors, in the middle of the 

channel. JAMES DELL, Collector. 

Custom Houses, Kry West, 

Collector’s Office, March 29, 1838. 

The buoys and stakes in the harbor of Key West, 
and in the ** North West Passage” leading therefrom 
into the Gulf of Mexico, have been stationed anew, 
and others added, pursuant to recent acts of Congress. 
The following information respecting them is pub- 
lished for the guidance of those availing theinselves 

of the facilities afforded by the passage referred to. 
A white spar buoy, with a flag, is stationed on the 
reef, about nine miles from the light house, on 
Whitehead’s point, from which it bears S.S.E. Itis 
anchored in 27 feet of water, at low tide, and vessels 
crossing the reef by this channel, will find the best 

water close to the buoy on the west side. 


The proper course to pursue, to bring into the 
harbor the greatest draught of water from this buoy, 
will be to run for the light house, passing at the dis- 
tance of about a quarter of a mile, a tub buoy, with 
a staff and imitation ball, painted black—marking 
the situation of three coral heads, on one of which 
there are only I4 feet of water at low tide. You 
will leave this buoy on the larboard hand, and when 
two miles distant from the light house, steer N.W. 
by W. until you pass a second tub buoy, painted 
black, stationed off the light house point, in 6 fathom 
water; you then steer N. by E. half E. until you 
open Fleming’s Key, a small’ Mangrove Island in 
the northern part of the harbor, for which you then 
run. 

Vessels bound through the North West Passage 
will run from the last named buoy N.W. and they 
will then enter the passage, which is staked out for 
about six miles. The stakes on the north and south 
sides are painted white, and have keys on their sum- 
mits, also painted white , those on the large middle 
ground are painted white, with black crosses, and 
those on the small middle ground are all black. 

The stakes are all in about two feet of water at 
low tide, and a vessel drawing nine feet of water can 
approach generally within 40 yards of any one of 
them; but three and a half fathoms at least can be 
carried between either of the middle grounds and the 
north or south sides of the passage, or about pine feet 
between the two middle grounds. 

After passing the stakes, vessels will shape their 
course for a tub buoy, painted black, having an imi- 
tation ball, which is anchored in three anda half 
fathoms water, about half way from the last stake to 
the bar. Passing this buoy on either side, you will 
at present run N.W. half W. about two miles, which 
will bring you to the bar, and on hauling up north, 
you will cross itin ten or eleven fathoms water at 
low tide. 

The light boat intended for this station will be an- 
chored within the bar, some time in June next, it is 
presumed, and in such a situation that vessels will 


tion. W. A. WHITEHEAD, 
Collector and Sup. of Lights and Buoys. 





Sourn Stack ticnr.—The moveable light on 
the South Stack being placed so near the margin of 
the sea has often been seen when that in the light 
house was enveloped in fog, thereby, on many occa- 
sions, found of the greatest use to her Majesty’s pack- 
ets, and other vessels sailing by the Head. The 
Hon. Corporation of Trinity House have been pleased 
to cause it, from being red, to be made a plain revolv- 
ing light, thereby more powerful, and showing in 
all sea directions. This light is not seen beaming 
northward of N.E. by E.; it is about forty feet above 
the water, and about thirty yards north of the light 
house; it is occasionally lighted, viz: when the wea- 
ther is not quite clear; the two lights revolving, and 
when both seen, are readily distinguishable from the 
two revolving lights on te Calf of Man, which are 
187 yards distant from each other, the highest of 
which is to the northward; whereas the highest light 
en the South Stack is to the southward.—London 


paper. 





Fort Jupirer, FiroripA, 
March 20, 1838. 
To the Editors of the Charleston Courier: 


GENTLEMEN: On the 18th inst., a soldier, wan- 
dering on the sea beach, near Gilbert’s bar, St. Lucia 
inlet, on the east coast of Florida, found, imbedded 
in the sand, a bottle containing a note, nearly ille- 
gible from age and the effects of moisture. 
I have endeavored to decypher it, and, in com- 
pliance with the request of the writer, send a copy 
for publication, together with the time and place of 
its discovery. 
The note is as follows: “ His Britannic Majesty’s 
ship, (Pegasus,) bound from Havana to England, 
in lat. 36 40 north, lon. 79 13 west of Greenwich. 
“This bottle, (the remainder of this line is illegi- 
ble,) intention of ascertaining the course and strength 
of the Florida Gulf Stream ; it is most particularly 
requested that whoever may pick it up will, as soon 
as possible, determine the latitude and longitude of 
that place, putting that latitude and longitude with 
the time of picking up, and the contents of this note, 
in any public print, either in England or America, 
and confer a great favor on 

Signed, (as nearly as can be decyphered,) 

JAMES NAPIER, H.B.M. (illegible. ) 

To whoever may pick up this note— 

The note, of which the above is a copy, as far as 
it is legible, was picked up on the east coast of Flo- 
rida, in Jat. 27° 15/ north, lon. 80° 10’ west, on the 
18th of March, 1838. 

The latitude and longitude given in this note are 
extremely faint, and I am not positive that I have 
read the minutes in either correctly—the degrees, | 
believe, are correctly transcribed. 

All the letters, except the four first, in the name 
of the ship, are obliterated, and I have not succeeded 
in finding any date on the note. I am, sirs, your 
obedient servant, 

T. 3. LINNARD, U. S. Army. 


From the Halifax Nova Scotian, April 8. 
NOBLE CONDUCT OF AN AMERICAN CAP- 
TAIN. 

Her Masesty’s sHip HERCULES, ; 
Halifax Harbor, 28th March, 1838. 5. 
Mr. Hows, Sir: May I beg the favor of your gi 
ing insertion to the following statement ; . 
On our passage from England to this port, when 1 
latitude 42 N. and longitude 42 W. we observed a sail 
haul up for us, apparently with the desire of speaking 





run for her, and then haul up to cross the bar, if|the ship. I immediately closed with her, and foun 


bound to the west ; or, if from the west, will run for 
her across the bar, and then haul up for the light 


it to be the American ship ‘“ Commerce,” and from 
Charleston, bound to Liverpool, commanded by Cap- 





house on Key West. The exact courses will be 


tain Perry, and that his object in communicating W! 
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us was to beg that we would receive on board part of 
the crew of the “ Elizabeth Caroline,” of St. Ste- 
phens, New Brunswick, which vessel he had met, 
dismasted and waterlogged, in latitude 39 N. longitude 
45 W. and had taken all her crew off the wreck six 
days previously. 

These unfortunate persons had been 23 days on 
the forecastle of their vessel, lashed to the windlass, 
exposed to every sea, with barely sufficient food to 
sustain life, and all the water they had remaining 
was but two gallons, when the “ Commerce” fell in 
with her. 

My motive in detailing to you these particulars, is 
principally to express my adiniration, anc that of all 
those under my command, at the generous and hu- 
mane conduct of Captain Perry, as it has been made 
known to us by the men belonging to the Elizabeth 
Caroline. 

It appears that the Commerce fell in with this 
wreck by the merest chance, at about half past pine 


at night, on the 4th of March; and that on hearing | 
the cries of the crew, the Commerce instantly short- | 


ened sail, wore round, and went close alongside of 
the waterlogged vessel—Captain Perry hailing them 
in these cheering words, as the men have them- 
selves represented:—‘* Keep up your hearts, boys, 
there is too much sea to board you now, but I will 
never leave you till I take you off;” and through the 
night he twice or thrice passed round them, repeating 
those consoling words, and offering to veer to thein 
water and provisions if they were in immediate want 
of either. 

These generous assurances this brave sailor rigidly 
fulfilled, and after perseveringly keeping close to the 
vessel for two nights and a day, blowing very hard 
all the time, he at length succeeded in getting the 


people all out of her into the Commerce, where he | 


clothed them, and treated them with a kindness, which, 
as they gratefully say, they never can forget, or will 
cease to acknowledge. 

Inthus making known the exemplary conduct of 


Capt. Perry, it is with sorrow I have to draw a dis- | 


graceful contrast on the part of a vessel, barque rigged, 
which, on the very morning of the day that the Com- 
merce fell in with the Elizabeth Caroline, hauled up 
within three miles of the wreck, and took in her stud- 


ding sails; yet though the weather was then fine, she | 


bore up again to the eastward without offering the 
slightest assistance, her object thus evidently seeming 
to have been plunder; and that on discovering living 
persons on board of the Elizabeth Caroline, which 
would have rendered#this design abortive, she at once 
abandoned them all to their fate. 

For the honor of the two nations, it is to be hoped 
that those who acted thus inhumanly, did not belong 
to either England or America, though the crew of the 
shipwrecked vessel, I regret to say, believe her to be 
English ; but to whatever country she may belong, I 
trust her name, and that of her unfeeling master, will 
be brought to light, in order that the man who could 
act so heartless, so cruel a part, may be held up to the 
execration of mankind ; and thus receive the punish- 
ment which he so well deserves. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
J. TOUP NICHOLAS, 
Captain H. M. 8S. Hercules. 

P.S. I may add, that with the view of showing 
our admiration of the noble conduct of Capt. Perry, 
in staying solong and so perseveringly in a gale of 
wind, by the wreck of the “ Elizabeth Caroline,” the 
officers of the “* Hercules,” and myself, together with 
Major Estcourt, of the 43d regiment, and the officers 
of the detachment ofthe 15th, 34th and 66th, and 85th 
regiments, taking a passage in this ship from England, 

ave tnade asubscription for a piece of plate, which 
We mean to present to this worthy American Captain, 
as a lasting memorial of the generous deed which he 


performed. J.T.N. 


Tue War In THE Cavucasus.—An officer who 
has resided several years amidst the barbarous hordes 
of the Caucasus, and witnessed the truly heroical re- 
sistance offered by those monntaineers to the Rus- 
sian power, has communicated to us the followin 
interesting details respecting the nature of that war, 
which is little known in Europe, and is so different 
from our notions of military strategy. 

The mountaineers of the Caucasus make war like 
the nations of antiquity and the Arabs of our days, 
not for any political object or views of conquest, but 
for the mere sake of the booty which isto be the 
price of the victory. They are jealous of their inde- 
pendence, but are reconciled to the vicinity of the 
Russians, because it affords them opportunities of 
plundering, and enriching themselves. Whilst Rus- 
sia is making great and unsuccessful efforts to termi- 
nate the struggle which costs her so much blood and 
money, and ruins her military fame, the Circassians 
are only seeking to prolong the war. Nothing would 
annoy them more than a resolution on the part of the 
Russian chiefs to abandon their present line of block- 
ade, and fall back into the interior, as they should 
then only have before them the poor and scattered 
| tribes to plunder. 

The Circassians, it may easily be supposed, are 
| strangers to discipline, and have not the materiel 
|hecessary for resisting in the field. They endeavor 

always to surprise the enemy, unexpectedly invade 
the Russian lines, and retreat the moment they have 
|to encounter a superior force, or are afraid of being 
cut off. Their expeditionary corps consist of be- 
|tween 400 and 500 well-mounted and armed horse- 
/men, followed by as many horses with packsaddles to 
receive the booty, who obey their masters’ gestures 
/and voices as would the best trained dogs, 
| Nothing can resist the charge of these terrible 
‘horsemen, who disperse the Russian squadrons like 
| dust, and break in the densest infantry hollow squares, 
| The Circassians, like the Arabs, give no quarter dur- 
iring the battle ; they decapitate every Russian pris- 





‘oner, and reduce the Poles to slavery. This is the 
‘only distinction they draw between voluntary ene- 
mies and forced adversaries. 

When the expedition is over, the Circassians drive 
| before them the horses loaded with booty, who make 
their way through the brushwoods and elude all pur- 
suit. They then retreat themselves slowly, and ever 
ready to give battle, until they have reached their in- 


| secessiote mountains, and secured their plunder in a 


place of safety. 


The Russian Generals had called to the army of 
the Caucasus, for the purpose of restraining, if not 
subduing, those fierce mountaineers, a number of 
Mahomedan Cossacks, who fight with equal intre- 
pidity. The latter did not belie their reputation for 
bravery, but the Circassians soon defeated the Rus- 
sians in their purpose by a skilful expedient. They 
promised liberty and a share in the plunder to every 
Mahomedan horseman who abandoned the service of 
Russia; and two entire regiments, allured by this 
promise, have, we understand, deserted to the Circas- 
sians. ‘The war in the Caucasus has occupied, dur- 
ing the last ten years, the best generals of Russia, 
decimated her regiments and exhausted her finances, 
A convoy of gunpowder and ammunition sent every 
year to these mountain tribes would be sufficient to 
prolong the revolt, and keep the Russian power in 
check,—Courrier Francais. 








ARMY. 
OFFICIAL. 
SPECIAL ORDERS. 


No. 20—April 18.—Lt. J. C. Casey, 2d Art’y, A. C. 
S. at Tampa, to continue in the performance of his pre- 
sent duties. 


Lieut, A. E, Shiras, 4th Art’y, A. C. 8. to report 
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for instructions to the Commissary General of Subsis- 
tence. 

Major T. T. Fauntleroy and Capt. E. S. Winder, 2d 
Dragoons, to join their regiment forthwith. 

No. 21—-April 20.—Lt. E. 8S. Sibley, Ist Art’y, re- 
lieved from duty in the Indian Department. ; 

Lt. R. S. Dix, 7th Inf’y, relieved from the operation 
of the order requiring him to accompany a detachment 
of recruits for Fort Gibson. 
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ORDERS. 
April 18—Passed Mid. H. C, Flagg and C. C. Barton, 
schr. Experiment, coast survey. 
Leave for 6 mos. to P. Mid. C. a Med- 
iterranean Squadron. 
19--P. Asst. Sur.W.J. Powell, N. Yard,Boston. 
Master F. W. Moores, Navy Yard, Norfolk. 
20—Purser J. H. Terry, Navy Yard, New York, 
vice P. White, relieved at his own request. 
Lieut.W. P. Griffin, leave of absence 12 mos. 
with permission to visit Europe. 
Carpenter T. Johnson, frigate Columbia. 
923--Lts. W. McBlairand G. Minor, John Adams. 
Act’g Mid. H. Niles, frigate Columbia. 


OFFICERS RELIEVED AND DETACHED. 
April 17—Lt. G. J. Pendergrast and P. Mid. W. S. 
Swann, from the frigate Columbia. 
18—Mid. J. D. Morrison, from W. I. Squadron. 
19—Lieut. R. D. Thorburn, do. 
Asst.Sur.J.W.B.Greenhow,from order to do. 
P. Mid. A.S.Baliwin, from frigate Columbia. 


VESSELS REPORTED. 


Ship Independence, Commo. Nicolson, and Fairfield, 
Com’r. Mayo, sailed from Rio Janeiro for Bahia, pre- 
viously to the 9th ult. 


REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 


PROMOTION. 

Caleb Currier, to be Captain, April 20, 1838, and or- 
dered to the McLane. 

John Besse, to be Captain, April 20, 1838, and or- 
dered to the Hamilton. 

William Russell, to be First Lieutenant, April 23, 
1838, and continued in the Jefferson. 

John J. Nimmo, to be First Lieutenant, April 23, 1838, 
and continued in the McLane. 


TRANSFERS. ' 

First Lieut. Josiah Sturgis, to the Hamilton, vice 
Scott, suspended. 

First Lieut. L. C. Harby, tothe Woodbury, vice Besse, 
promoted. é 

Second Lieut. J. W. Hunter, to the Jefferson, vice 
Russell, promoted. 

Third Lieut. J. B. Meigs, ordered to the McLane. 


eens 
MARRIAGES. 


At Easton, Md., on the 12th instant, Dr. NINIAN 
PINKNEY, of the U. S. Navy, to MARY S. HAM- 
BLETON, youngest daughter of Epwarp N. HAMBLE- 
Ton, of Talbot county, Md. 

On the 16th inst., at Linden Hill, Flushing, L, I., T. 
A. M. CRAVEN, of the U. S. Navy, to MARY, daugh- 
ter of Rozert Carter, Esq. 

At New York, on the 12th inst., Mr. CHARLES A. 
FULLER, late of the U. S. Army, to Miss CHAR- 
LOTTE A. FULLERTON, youngest daughter of 
James Fut.erton, Esq., formerly of Boston. 

In Petersburg, Va., on the 12th inst,, Lieut. JOHN 
C. SHARPE, of the U. S. Navy, to Miss ELIZA D., 
oo daughter of A. S, Lockueap, Esq., all of that 
place. 
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DEATHS. 


In Philadelphia, on the 19th inst., aged 17, HeLen, 
only daughter of Capt.Wm. M. Hunter, of the U.S N. 

At Washington, D. C., on the 17th inst., Mary Vir- 
GINIA, daughter of Levin Hanpy, of the U.S. Navy, 
aged 2 years, 9 months, and 16 days. 

At Booneville, Mo., on the 26th ult., Gen. WIL- 
LIAM H. ASHLEY, late member of Congress from 
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TRANSPORTATION OF STORES. 


Navy ComMMIssioneErs’ OFFICE, 
April 13, 1838. 


ROPOSALS, sealed and endorsed, will be re. 

ceived at this office until 3 o’clock, P. M., of 

the 27th instant, for the transportation of provisions and 
stores to Valparaiso, or Lima, or both, if required. 

The shipments will be made from the Navy Yard at 
New York in two vessels. One vessel will be required 
to be at the Navy Yard at New York, ready to load, by 
the 21st day of May next, to take on board about the 
bulk of 2,700 barrels. The other vessel will be required 
at the same yard, ready to take on board, by the 20th 
day of June next, the remainder of the stores, which 
will be about 2,700 barrels, about 1,014 of which will be 
wet, the residue dry and measurement goods. 

Each of the vessels offered must be able to carry the 
full amount of 2,700 barrels; the capacity in barrels of 
each vessel offered must be specified, and their names 
and the place where they are then lying; and if they 
should prove insufficient to carry the full quantity for 
which they are offered, ten per centum to be deducted 
from the price, payable by the charter party, to cover 
the injury to the United States, but no freight to be paid 
beyond the amount due for articles which may be actual. 
ly carried. 

The rate or standing at the insurance offices must be 
stated, and no vessel will be accepted until satisfactory 
reports shall be received of their capacity and character 
fter surveys shall be made by order of the Commis- 
sioners of the Navy. 

The offers must specify the price asked for all barrels 
round, without discrimination of wet or dry barrels, or 
measurement goods. 

Five and a half cubic feet of measurement goods, and 
thirty gallons to the gauge of all casks not usually call- 
ed barrels, whatever they may contain, to be consider- 
ed as a barrel. 

No primage to be allowed, nor must any be asked in 
the proposals. 

The freight money will be paid in the United States 
by the navy agent at New York, or at such other place 
as shall be directed, within thirty days after proper cer- 
tificates are exhibited to the said navy agent of the safe 
delivery of the respective cargoes, agreeably to the bills 
of lading, signed by the United States navy storekeeper, 
or agent, or by the senior naval officer present at the 
place of delivery. 

Fifteen lay days to be allowed, exclusive of Sunday 
and holidays, at each of the ports of Valparaiso and 
Lima, should both ports be ol 

And the offers must specify the rate of demurrage to be 
demanded in case of greater detention. 

Fuller information as to the nature of the stores and 
kinds of packages to be shipped, may be obtained, if 
desired, upon application to the Commandant at the 
navy yard, New York. 

Aprill9—td 


4" MULLAN, corner of Hester and Bowery streets, 
e New York, calls the attention of Military officers, 

and the public in general, to specimens of Military 
Chapeaus and Beaver Hats, which have gained him the 
first premium at the three late fairs at Niblo’s Garden, 
and which, he does not hesitate to assert, cannot be sur- 
passed in the United States. Brush Hat, of a superior 
quality, long, medium, and short napped Beaver, Nutria, 
Otter, Seal, and Muskrat Hats. Hats made to order, 
singly or by the dozen, with neatness and despatch. 
Orders for military Hats from the South and other parts 
of the Union punctually attended to, carefully packed 
and forwarded, on reference to any responsible house 
in this city. 

N. B. Officers or others sending for Military Hats or 
Caps will please mention their official gradation, 

March 29 6t* 


HE SOLDIER’S BOOK-—-A useful liitle work, 

which every soldier is required by the Army Regu- 
lations, and by General Orders No. 11, of 1837, to pos- 
sess. Sutlers are directed to procure this book for the 
use of the soldiers ; Commanding officers to see that the 
Regulations on this subject be strictly enforced ; and the 
Inspectors General to report {o Head Quarters the names 
of Sutlers who fail to have it on hand, 











Missouri, and one of the most enterprising citizens of 
that State. 





For sale, wholesale and retail, b 
B. HOMANS, Washington. 
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